rne,

CITY OF
LOS ALTOS

N

."-.’
RN
’

T:

oL

o -
)
K

0 F0OTHILL 8

- g

T communiTy e

A

e

. N




Ezrl Lawson

Paul Radacn
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Halter A. 3enson
Jack 0. Linc
CGocu!in Steinberg .
Chris Lanbrecht
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John Lohman
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Phil real
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Rohert E. uchﬁﬁ:
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Ralph Johnson
Joseph Solinski
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Richard Bullis
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Ur. E. L. Borman
Uilliam dorth
Ralph Roland
Arthur [faxwell
Alfred Spinks

John M. Barlow
Preston Low

Earl Beatty

D. C, HcCluney, Jr,
Paul F. L. Sievers
Uonald Coffey
Halter Vincenti
Thomas P. Loach
Joan Harlin

Dr. Clyde Boice
Alma E. 'Yood
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Leighton 3ledsoe
Francis V. Bloch
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_ Seynour E. Davison
vi-r: -Blbart E..Clarke, Jr.
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.- H,. Sherman, ;.
_VRobert Hallam s

. Smith

VgH E Laughlin
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“H..H-. Humphréy
to . Hargaret’ Stebbins
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Charles Garbett

.. Robert HolTiwell

Edvwin. Gerth

““Jens.Paulsen =~

Karl Spangenburg
Trell Lund
Robert R. Buss
Wallace Baumer
Ernest Brittain
Elmer De Craf
John L. Jordan
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- feothi]]s nopulation. -

WY IICORPORATION IS NECESSARY

The reasons benind the preposed incorporation of the Los Altos Foothills
are simple ones. lost of us want our area to remain residential, guiet, and ..
reasonably rural. .liost of us do not want to witness a piecemeal breakdown of our
country residence zoning. ilost of us do not want to be absorbed into any of the
nearby cities, where we would be outvotec and overwhelmed by their denser - :.
populations.

t

Actually, most of us would also prefer to go on just as we are, in the
County., wjthout any more responsibilities, government, or taxes. But that,
unfortunately, doés not seem possible. The many of us who have followed recent
successful. attempts to break our zoning, and vho have noted how far the planning
surveys of nearbv cities extend into our foothills, are convincec that incornora-
tion is our onlv choice if we are to nreserve our uniquely beautiful locality and
our rural pursuits. The Los Altos hills comprise ‘one of the rmost: baautiful .
resicential sections in all of California, and one of the most desirable, and one
of. the niost threatened.

A thougntful look at what has been happening recently will shov why prompt
action is necessary. Since the war, our region has undergone a vast economic
growth,. Quiet rural spots in many parts of the Peninsula have cisapnearec en-
tirely. In Tive years, twenty percent of the County orchard lands' have been

. ‘taken over by housing anc industrial tracts, and the rate.is accelarating. . Gur
+ neighboring cities, the:County itself, chambars of commerce, and even Stanford

University, are bending every effort to bring in still more industry, comerce,
institutions and ropulation. The pressures for exnloitation of our foothills are

enornious .

Our ‘onlv defense against these pressures is the County Zoning.Ordinance, but
this gives us “land use protection" in name only. Loopholes exist by which the
Planning Comiission and.alse the Board of Supervisors mav arant, at their own
viscretion, variances, use permits, and outright rezoning,.to permit a multitude
of things w2 do not want. Ye have the right to protest, of course; but. changes

"~ can be made ancd have been made, over the unitec protests of virtually the entire

In four years our proteétihg‘strength'has increased from one pfbpefty owners
association in the Country Club district to five united associations encompassing
almost our entire area, but even this united front has failed to match the in-

. creasing nressures. ' hany changes, involving quarrying, a resort, institutions,
" reauced lot sizes, have heen mace over our strongest protests.- Our few successes
~ have been due to constant vigilance and continued opposition at repeated hearings.

+ Une recent case is a prime examnle of the growing tendency to favor;
camiercial interests, and ignore the property rights of established residents. A

ten acre tract east of iliranda was rezoned, for subdividers, from acre to quarter .

acre lots over the combined protésts of all of the 32 surrounding property owners

- anu all.of the Tive foothill property ormers groups. At sowe hearincs our spokes=-
men nave even been called down for nresuming to bother the Planning Cammission with

our protests.

Recent zoning history shows a trend which could result in a comnlete break-
dovn of our zoning at any time. /nother kind of future we do not want is forecast
by planniny surveys recently mace for Palo Alto and Los Altos. These survevs

studv ana measure all our foothills for cxtension of urban facilities and controls -

the very things so wany of us cawe here to avoid. The Palo Alto survev. in
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. &hnex, to control.

it isrevident . that incorporation is the cnly safe courseé to follow, _ i

| general agreement as-to the kind of comunity we want;
: As. little chaﬁge”as”pos§ib1e,.~fin our hills, our groves and fringes 6f trees, our

- unhurrieu, residential growth.

-

. what real estate experts and national surveys tell us about weed patches costs, !
- taxes anc work. !e want room to walk around our houses without knocking our.heads '

even over their week patches,. than into -their windows.

.- them by actual vote' of theé majority. !!e (o not want such things imposed upon us

, Our country resicence zoning, our rural pursuits, our quiet atmosphere,

are important only to us, - thé actual rasidents of the foothills. It does not
scell t1isa to allow tha power of life ana death over such things to remain outside
our area, in other hancs. ‘Though most of us sincerely-1ish it could be ctherwise,

H
i

WHAT KIND OF CO:HUNITY. DO UE WANT - . -.,

Discussions throughout the Los Altos foothills indicate that we are in

fields, and orchards, .our ‘roads, - as will be consistent with orderly, natural,

A wice and not over-pcpulated community of houes in the country, organized only
enough- to protect it from what wouly destroy .it. Only such planning, controls,
ordinances and services as .are absolutely essential.. -~ - .-

«i

We want the suﬁ and air 'and @uiet of a camnuﬁfty'which has:given ifse]f';

enough space to breathe in; the relaxed pace of country life and rural pussuits, ;
and the space and right to keep animals - rabbits, chickens, :dogs, sheep, cattle, .=
horses. T U T e 4

b

A3k

Ye want roads that are content to remain country lanes as long as ‘they - f

are suitable for the residence traffic of our area - we do not want to be forced *..
to rebuild therr into highspeed highways to suit non-residential traffic .of resorts:
and quarries.. - : - - .. . . SRR B @

. -Hlost of us in.the foothills want at least one acre of land, regardless .of,

on our neigabors' eaves. Me want to Tisten to the racio when we turn it on, not
when our neighbors co. e would rather look over our neichbors' paddocks, and

[ i

e o ﬁgghwant high speéd foads;.still nore traffié; still more‘quarnying. -~

and. trucks, nore or bigger resorts, dense subdivisions with standardized house ‘
»lans .anu expensive sewer requirements. -lle do not want more industry and commerce -
to "broaden the tax base" and all the city controls and facilities required:to cope
with them. !Ye do not want a full scale police force, a full time council, a city
manager. If, someday, some of us think we need markets, gas stations, public
buildings, a comwnity center, the rest of us want the right to approve or reject

by anyone - not by the County Government nor by a-city next door.

. In short, we like our rural atmosphere, and most of us are nerfectly willing
to get along without city conveniences in.orcer to keep it. -

The only wav to be sure of our future is to take hold of it add' plan it
ourselves. The costs are modest enough - less than if we were annexed to a city,
anu probably less than if we remain in the County. The responsibility .of running
our ovm government would be a welcome substitute for the continuous zonina worries
and hazards so many of us have been facing - sancthing gratifyino and constructive
rather than Trustrating and destructive. ' : ot '
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'le can build-in cur anricultural businesses anc hobbies permanently -
our horse ranches, riding schiools, nurseries, orchards, chickens.cattle. ‘e can
build-in a stable anc pacdock for Junior's hosse and the lecal right for Junior to
go on keening a horse. ile can even build-in a little space for the meadow larks
-ana the quail. Ye can builc a Triencly town meeting kinc of community, with a
neighbor from uotm the roec on tha council and control in our ovn hancs, where

it belongs.

HOW CAW WE BE SURE THAT "POLITICIANS" I4 OUR OMN AREA WILL NOT
" GAL CONTROL, AD BRIG ABOUT THE VERY THINGS ME SEEK TO AVOID?

= A number of residents have raised this questicn. Part of the answer is
given above - we can presume that councilmen living here .and nersonally well known
to many of us would naturally be more . concerned with our local affairs than
officials in .other parts of ‘the county. There is another answer, however, which
stems not from a presumption, but from actual studv of the results of incorpora-
tion elsewhere. t _ ' , - :

- "Experienca in other Bay Area comunities shows aramatically that, when
incorporation is achieved early enough, before divergent interests make themselves
felt, a community retains’ the atmosphere its inccrporators planned for it. On
the ‘other hand, when incorporation takes place after cammercial interests have
becme established, the "parade towards progress™ becanes inexorable, the .-

- incorporation iteelf actually seems to become .a vehicle for the divergent ‘interests.

Compare on the one hand.such nurely residential cormuynities.as- Hi1lsboro, Atherton,

. Piednont, Ross, with any number of cities which started out with the.idea of
preserving rural-atmosphere, but too late, Those we elect to our council will all

.. 'be fellow resicents with rural pursuits of their own, who share our desire to
preserve our unique atmosphere. Furthermore, they will be responsible only to -

the voters of the area - not to any divergeqt interests.

GOVERNMENT, TAXES, CHANGES

TaXes.; An incorporated cumnunity of our ovn, with all of its essential benefits,
*+ 4s nossible for an increase of about 4% in our total property taxes. On
the other hand, if we go not incorporate, our County taxes could be increased’
under the new State lawv permitting snecial taxing of unincorporated areas
supposedly getting more than their share of country expenditures.

¢ .

Government, can be minimum and sti11 provice all the services we need or want.

‘ Uncer California law we can incorporate only as a "sixth class city,"
- no other form is provided. MYe can, howevér, call our community & "town.". A fiwe
man council is mandatory, elected from among our neighbors, but honorary service

- without pay is ctistomary in towns like'ours. One paid emplovee can handle all
routine matters. Professional and secretarial services can b2 engaged as needed.
riost government services remain under the County, either automatically, with no
change whatsoever, or by contract with the County. Basic tems have been
established by the County Executive, the County Council, and the Sheriff, in
conferences with the incorporation Legal Conwittee.

Little Change. Building Inspection and Tax Assessment and Collection will be
‘ continued by the County, under contract.




45 Chance at A11. Scheol Districts, Fire Listrict, the Purissima later District,

- llea1th wepartient, Lieating bistricts, Floo¢ Contrel, iiosquito
1hatemant, vater sunnly, sevane cisnosal, refuse collection, end any texes or costs
due te them, will be coipletaiv unaffacteC by incorroration. Likewise, the County
Tax Rate and the County fssessed Valuations, 1i11 be comnletely unaffectes by
incorporation. L : ‘ : K

Imrortant Changes. County zoning classifications, lot sizes, uses, and as much
of the County Zoning La as is apnlicadle, will ramain in
effect. Some large nroperty ouners have indicatec a wish to have their properties
zone¢ forr two acres or nore. ’reas currently in lcts of less than one acre will
not be rezoned unless their oumers specifically requast it. Our cin council will
be in a position to give ruch closer and more svipathatic attenticn to zoning

problems than can now be fopeda for.

 Pulicing can be by. the Sheriff,. undcer contract with the County. General

“.prctection.will.be'aboat-the same as. nowt, (answering emergency calls and

natrolling) but we can nave acditional traffic -patrol to control our heavy vreekand
resort traffi¢ and auarry trucking if ve wish. - Our oun traffic ordinances can be
sesigned to suit and tc protect our "country Tane" type-of roads, to stop over-
Joading and reduce accidents. Fines will go to the County. Only if actual cost
of service improvements exceed fines, will there be a charge to our tom.

" Road construction and maintenance (of County roads ‘only) must be assumed
bv our new town, but tiis will not cause an increase in taxes. All costs can be
.met with the State refunds of Gas Taxes-and ilotor Vehicle License Fees, and all
work can be contracted for with private fims or with the:County.  If .we keep our
- poads ‘as they .are now, adopt protective,ordinances;'and.conentrate re-construction
to 'eleminate points of neaviést repair, we can continue tc keep our road costs down.
* State refunds are on a ner capita basis, hence road-improvement can be steprec up
as our poputation increases. The cost of new -roads for land development will be
borne by the uevelopers. - " P R T AL S

THE TOMY BUDGET

Several residents have suggestéd that the proposed govermient structure may
be inadequate, and the Town Budget too loy. ‘e must remember, however, that the
new ton will have to administer only a feu of our. services; most of them remain
with the County. Also, our toum services i1l be, by our own choice, absolutely
minimum because we want to kesp our comunity as free as pessible from orcdinances,
controls and other goveinmentizl problems e believe are unnecessary and inappro-
pridte to country living. ’ o ' e

) Tiie Incorporation Committee has consulted many informec peodle - exnerts
in govermnent, consulting engineers, husiness men, officials in County and city
cenartments. Their opinion is that we can have frugality in our government as long

as we insist upon it. It ic simply up to us. o
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Revenue Exnencitures

State Retuncs:

Gascline Taoxes, -- $12.260 . Rcads, -- $26,4N0

License Fees, -+ - 16,119 . Paid Emnloyees, -- 5,009
Utility Francaises, - + 1,250 ¢ Professional assistances, - 4,500
3uilding Permits, --- .~ 750  Rent, Insurance, .1sce1 - 3,500
vdew Town Property Taces, - 14,500 Reserve, - . , o 3,500
Total Nevenue, - = | $42,900 . Total Expenditure,- $42,500
Statistics. Area - 9.5 square wiles. County roads - 29 miles

Populatwn - aDOUt 2,500. Registered voters - 1,167.

For State Refunag, purnoses. t'1e “gas tax® poeulatwn is three times the number of
-reg1stered voters or. 3 501, R D . , .

Cas Tax Refunu - 1934 rate e "2 9I ner camta - tota] about $10 290.
Li cense Fee. kefund - 1954 ra.,e - $4 61 - t.otal about $ 16,110, .

Tota] Assessed VaTuatlon of our area - . 1953 '- - $ 3,939,890
1954 4,014,630
est'lmateu - 1955 5 700 ,000 ) _ e

-
3

The new Tovm Taxes of & 14 500 reqmreo, work out to a rate of about 25 cents
; oems 100: of assassed’ vaTuah on.» an increase of about.4% over our present, total.
tax:rate of about $ 6.00 per §. 100..of. assessed valuatwn. The Tovn Tax Rate PR
shotld decrease as our ponulation increases. : . _

I ! CORPO \TI ON P ROCEDURE

Step~1 Techni ca'l approva'l of boundar1es by the County. Th‘lS has been done

Step 2 Pet1tmn requestmg tne County to hola an eTectwn Th1s wlll be .

i circulated very soon. The s$dgnatures of at least’ 259 of all the .. ,
property owmers representing at least 25% of the total assessed land: valuat'lon_ C
(not incluuing buﬂmngs) of the area, are reqm red. For properties Jmntly -
held, al] cf the owmers must sign. . )

Step 3. Boundaries hearings by the Board of Supervisors. Property'orméré on
- the boundaries may ask to be left out of the new Town. Hearings will

be ddring the next several months.

Step 4. Election. The County will set the date, which should be before the end
of this vear. A majority vote of the registered voters is required.
Qur first Council would be elected at the same time.
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HO" CAM YE ALL PARTICIPATE?

The initial work of the incorpcration movement, covering mora than two vears,
has been cone* fact fincing and planning by the original Incorporation Comittee:

ciscussion and ‘checking and advice by the larger General Camiittee.
A Tot of mileage will be put in by thosz who will carry the Petition.

It remains, howevar, for 2ll foothill rroperty c'mers anc eesicents to
carefully study incorporation = to discuss it with neighbors, to suggest and
later to select the final nane for‘our comunitv, and to nominate and later to elect

our first council.

- Name. ‘e must have a name on the Petition. For expediency, the name most frequently
mentioned will be used = “Los -Altos Hills." Hany other names have been proposed,
“-aowever, and to assure the best choice, appropriate names will be investigated,

- aiscussed and voted on curing the interval betreen Petition and Election. Other
names alreacy suggested : Purissima Hills (historic), Los Altos Chicos (1ittle
heigats), Los Altos del Osstos (wester hills), San #ntonio Hills (historic). One
frienc has proposed, half seriously that the name should really be Los Statos Quos'
riake your own suggestion. on. your Straw Ballot. . . A o

Council. !!e are very fortunate in having, in our foothills, more than enough

. . capable, responsible people to assure a steady succession of excallent
Councils. ‘lie.should begin nominations now so that a-final list of nominees will

. e ready for the Election. If you would he willing' to serve on the Council;

~ lease don't let molesty forbid. el T e e Y

Incorporation Fund. Those who wish may contribute to the fund required to defray
_ the cost-of. this booklet,. the Petition, publication of
notices which must precede the Election, and other expense ftems. The total is_
expected to be about $ 1,000.- A record of all contributions will be kept and any
surplus prorated and refunded: Hake checks payable to “Foothills Incorporation
Committee” and mail in your Straw Ballot envelope.. a ST

b

Straw Ballot. .Please fill in and mail as soon as possible. :

b
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We G MacDonald
Robert C, Howe
William North
Miles Herda
John M. Barlow#*
Louis Lenone
John M. Bray

Ae Eo Rae

De. c. HcClunoy
George Blanchard

El Monte-Moody

Proctor Mellquist#*
Chas, McCandless¥*
Mrs,. Alma Wood

- Vanderveer Voories

Seth Strachan .
Carroll Bradberry
Mrs, Mark Hinton¥*

- Harold Sherman¥*

Francis V. Bloch
Edward 5. Shaw
D. K. Smith
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Ralph Roland

Alf Lauritzen
Goodwin Steinberg
Arthur Maxwell
Helen Farrell¥

L. H. Slocum
Earl Beatty#*

Mrs, M, L. Sloan
Worlin U, Gray
John D. Tyndall

Phil C. Neal*
Edward Wasson

Walter Vincentd _

Marie Canaday
Carl Peterson
Frank Duveneck¥®

.Thomas Sherlock¥*

E‘J.ena.-ﬂlta.mont_-‘»?a'gg Mill

Cary Jones#*

E. C. COO].Oy

; James Ragaria

" Robert Caruthers

Mrs,
GeQ‘ We Childs
Gerald M. Spring
Oliver E, Byrd
Leon Bauchou¥ -
Halsey Royden

" Margaret Stebbins

Marcus Stedman
Robert Helliwell¥*
Wallaece Baumer
We Bc mthal

O West, Frmmt-?uriasima

¢ John Fawle*

Dale Waltz
William C, Neal¥
Arthur Bubbk
Flmer DeGraf
Andrew Saks

£arl] Fauber
Harold Beaver
Arthur F. Wright
J e We Dalles
liolger Spohr

He Ho Humphrey

Robledafburké;sﬁnsot

Ray Lovett* .
Mrs. H&l Wﬂliama*
Vernon Peirson
Carl Ellertson

Jim Marshall

James E,. Johnson*

Langwith Perry¥*
Cecil Longson¥ -
Donald Winbigler
John L. Jordan
Guy McCafferty
Frank Bramwell

Bo KQ Mberg

" Raymond Whitcomb
- Alan Kinkead

Oscar Holm
Harry Shipkey

Leslie Bitney#*
Frank Taylor

Adolph Cicerone
George Pfeiffer
Paul Co Fdwards

George Hemmeter
Walter Benson
W. G. Closson
Joseph Santo
Preston Low
Theodore Baer
Harlan Smith
Ruth Vredenburg
Harold E, Rowe
W. H. Waggoner

lLeighton Bledsoe¥*
John Lohman¥*
James Norris#*
Grant Pilerson
willard Griffin
Fmil Kern

Wm, T. Powell

-Oliver Wheeler¥*

William Boggs#*
Albert Clarke*
Ernst Noe

Jos, Pa Quj-nn
Harris Benedict

Howa.rd' Frameit
Wallace Stegnerk

R, Goldsmith® L. Cedric Macabee®

Mrs, F. ' Hise
Renee Kieffer
Wn, Zappetini
Roland Gilbert:
Andrew Stevens
Charles Garbett
Joseph Solinski
Robert Dunn -
Maude Schroll
Robert Childs

‘" Arthur Fowle® " -

Carol Fortriedes"

Mrs, Gardner Bullis*

Mrs. Richard Boyce*

- 'Warner Skiff®*
' Leonard Burkhart

Fred Breyman#

Egbért Laub
C. E. Nelson v

M. K. Orr
Eugenia 'Andriano
H. L. Brubaker

IZQ T. Reed
" Harry Laughlin

Sidney Treats
Henry Paulman#
Edgar Wesleyi
Jim Chesebrough#*

John Peter Daley

Harry Wyckoff
G_. B. Haynes

Harold Blake

W. D. Hannibal
E. L. Bormann
Fred Hokinson
Mrs. T, K, Smit]
Balfour Spinks
Harry F. Hartze
Paul F. L. Siew
Victor B. Vari
L. A, Waller

Rex Gardiner¥*
william Simrell
Harold Baxtert#
Clyde Boice
Wm.. E. Doud

" R, W. Clifford

Chas, R, Luke
Camillus Stanle;
Robert Miller '
Harold Wood
Merton Williams
Earl Ehrke

Robert Hallam

Faston Rof.hwell'

.. Albert Henley*

Harry Engman
Edgar Persons
Seymour Davison
William Jeffrey
Robert C. North
Ralph Johnson
William Bredo*
Karl Spangenbur
Edwin Gerth
Jens Paulsen
Lila Lee Ellith

Richard Bullis#
John P, Whitney
Park Chamberlai
Mrs. HoJ . Niema
Hart Tantau
Ernest Brittain
Alex W. Berger
E, L. Gleason '

" David Packard

Robt, H, Brown
Milton Baker

' Elise Belenky¥

C. A, Howard

Joseph McKenna*
Mrs, T. W. Bewl
Wm, Schoenfeld#
Fred Wiclanan
Michael Cousins
Stanley King
Thomas Tibbs
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