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INVITA
INVIT
ATION
You are cordially invited to the Opening Reception of Los Altos Hills Artist
Karen Druker
Sunday, June 11, 2006
2 p.m.-4 p.m.
Los Altos Hills Town Hall
26379 Fremont Road, Los Altos Hills
Light Refreshments
Brief Biography:
Karen has lived in Los Altos and Los Altos Hills with her husband Dr. David
Druker for 32 years and maintains a studio in Los Altos Hills. Karen’s paintings in
this exhibit include churches, landscapes and everyday objects in series, starting realistically and progressively becoming more abstract. She hopes that seeing the progression
from realistic to abstract will help viewers understand abstraction.
HOPPIN HOUNDS EVENT HAVE DOGS

HIDDEN VILLA

HOPPIN’ HAPPY

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS

H

M

idden Villa announces a free outdoor summer
concert series for residents of Los Altos Hills, Los
Altos and neighboring communities. Four
twilight shows will be held on consecutive Sundays - July
16, 23, 30, and August 6. Concerts start at 6:00, at the
Visitors Welcome Center of Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody
Road in Los Altos Hills. Audience members can picnic on
the lawn.

ore than 100 dogs and their owners braved
morning rain to attend the Parks and Recre
ation Department’s and 5 Paw Bakerysponsored third annual Hoppin’ Hounds Easter Egg Hunt
on April 15 at Westwind Barn and Byrne Preserve. The
event raised
$650.00 for
the Palo Alto
Animal
Services and
Shelter
which serves
the Los Altos
Hills area.

The series will
feature popular
Bay Area groups
performing a wide
range of music,
including big band,
reggae, swing, and
bluegrass. Appearing on the
series will be the
Joe Sharino Band
(July 16), Dub FX (July 23), The New Morty Show (July
30), and Hot Buttered Rum (August 6).

Five Paw
Bakery of
Los Altos,
co-sponsor
of the egg
hunt,
donated
1,500 freshbaked pet treats the shape of large Easter eggs. Volunteers
spent the early part of Saturday morning hiding the treats in
Byrne Preserve. Owners walked their leashed dogs through
Byrne to sniff out the treats. Event Director Tod
McLemore said he was impressed with the turn-out, “Los
Altos Hills is a very friendly dog community.”

Hidden Villa’s concert series is underwritten by the Town
of Los Altos Hills; Borel Private Bank and Trust Company;
The Kalish Team, Intero Real Estate, Los Altos; and the Los
Altos Community Foundation.
For information, phone Hidden Villa Community
Programs at (650) 949-9704 or see www.hiddenvilla.org.

Los Altos Hills
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WESTWIND — YOUR HOMETOWN BARN
If you haven’t visited Los Altos Hills’ own Westwind Community Barn lately, you could be missing out!

TOWN NEWSLETTER

• Did you know that Westwind has year-round riding programs run by the Park & Recreation Dept. with
school horses for kids and adults?
• Or that Los Altos Hills residents have priority
when it comes to boarding their horses at
Westwind?
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• Or that Los Altos Hills residents with horses at
home can use Westwind arenas for a low yearly
fee?

Public Education Progress Report

CALENDAR

Whether you are interested in riding, making
new friends, finding a riding buddy, learning more
about horses, or enjoying the beauty of Byrne
Preserve and the horses that graze its hillsides,
visit us today to discover fun, friendship and a
chance to learn...right in your own backyard! For
more information contact Westwind at 941-6113.
Or visit our website at
www.westwindcommunitybarn.org

June 2, Friday Los
Altos/Los Altos Hills
Salute to the Mayors
Dinner; 6:30 PM;
Crowne Plaza Hotel,
Palo Alto
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June 4, Sunday
LAH Town Picnic,
Little League Fields,
1-4 PM
June 6, Tuesday
Election Day, Don’t
Forget to VOTE! See
www.Smartvoter.org
for your polling place.
June 10, Saturday
LAHHA Trail Ride;
Meet at Town Ring
10:30 AM; See
website at
www.Lahha.org

Presentation of Colors
LAH Youth Commisisioner
& Community Relations
Committee Initiates New
Program Adopted by City
Council to Develop:

June 224,25; Relay
for Life. Los Altos
High School; Info:
Jeanne MacVicar 9177979

• civic pride and involvement in government.

July 8,9 Los Altos
Art & Wine Festival.
10AM-6PM; Info.
949-5282

Students & youth organizations to present colors and
lead the Pledge of Allegiance
at Council meetings.
New Program to start in
June 2006.
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P

erhaps no issue helps define community more than local schools. While Los Altos Hills has
participated in three high quality school districts, there has been an erosion of public elementary schools from four to zero over time. The Public Education Committee was formed 2 1/2
years ago to study the issue and recommend actions. Earlier this year, the PEC voted unanimously to
recommend redistricting, but split on the ideal type of redistricting.
The City Council chose to seek redistricting only if a negotiated
solution could not be obtained with our public school districts. On April
27 the City Council decided sufficient progress had been made on a
specific set of terms for returning public education to Los Altos Hills to
make a negotiated solution the first choice. It is expected that the terms
will all be agreed to by the school districts by the June 8th City Council
meeting. Then we will proceed to legally binding agreements to ensure
the permanent presence of a public elementary school in Town available
to all elementary students whose parents’ choose to enroll them. This solution both brings a community school into Town and provides the option of attending Loyola, Covington or Nixon elementary
schools and maintains current boundaries for Egan and Terman middle schools, and Los Altos and
Gunn high schools.
FRAMEWORK FOR THE FUTURE OF
LOS ALTOS HILLS PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EDUCATION
Term Sheet 30-day checkup
1. A public school at the Bullis-Purissima site
• Serves all residents of Los Altos Hills, both PAUSD and LASD sides of our town
• Signed agreement for 20+ years as a public school; longer term for specific town-funded facilities
• BCS on site so long as it has a charter
2. Bullis Charter School will be occupant so long as it has charter
• BCS will have space for 380 students with option (mutual agreement) to grow to 480
• LASD will have space for up to 100 students to support LASD programs (but not another K-6)
• Occupancy by Dec ’07
3. For the first time ever, all LAH children have option to attend the same K-6 school
• Preference for LAH children who choose to attend BCS; no limit on PAUSD-LAH enrollment
• LASD and PAUSD will support a State Board of Education waiver for preference for LAH children
• BCS will receive funding from PAUSD, for PAUSD-LAH children who attend BCS (when LASD is Basic Aid)
4. New playing fields & Community center for LAH, at the Bullis site
• LASD will renovate the Bullis site, beginning in 2006, to the quality of other LASD elementary schools
• Town of LAH will provide funding to enhance the Bullis site; e.g. recreation, infrastructure, solar panels
• Bullis Foundation has right to fund construction of new buildings on Bullis site
5. BCS will receive support for a smooth transition
• BCS to be chartered by SCCOE; plan to transfer charter to LASD charter within 5 years of rechartering as
permitted by law. Tied by both BCS and LASD to #6 below
• Shared site. As access is needed to multipurpose room or other shared facilities, BCS Superintendent
and LASD Superintendent shall manage on evenhanded manner
• LASD will provide additional portables for BCS at Egan during the transition, to support growth and
current educational programs. LASD shall also provide access to the Egan multipurpose room on an asneeded and as-available basis
6. Equal funding for all LASD public students
• Concept is for all students within LASD, whether attending BCS or District-run public schools to receive
the same amount of tax-payers funding on a per student basis
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works/capital improvement plan this year. Some projects now
underway this quarter and scheduled for completion by the end of
the year include over a mile of new roadside pathways, a new
Town riding arena paid for with State Park Bond funds, connection of the Town Little League Fields and Corporation Yard to
sanitary sewer and completion of the Pine Lane Sanitary Sewer
Diversion Project. The completion of this project will result in
additional sanitary sewer connections being made available to
Town residents in the Los Altos Sanitary Sewer Basin.

Dear Residents:

I

n February, the City Council appointed me to serve as
Interim City
Manager while they
recruit for the position of
City Manager with the
assistance of executive
search firm Avery Associates. The search should be
concluded by late spring/
early summer. I am
appreciative of the Council
placing their confidence in
me to oversee the day-toActing City Manager & Planning
day operations of the Town
Director Carl Cahill
Government during this
interim period.

Finally if you are visiting Town Hall anytime soon, please
welcome Judy Hooi, our new front desk receptionist and office
specialist. Judy was hired in March and we are all very impressed
with her cheerful disposition and ability to simultaneously manage
the phones while still accomplishing a multitude of other tasks
quickly and efficiently.
— Carl Cahill, Acting City Manager
& Planning Director

SEWER STUDY UPDATE

I am happy to report that the Town enjoyed a busy social
calendar this past quarter. Town sponsored events included the 3rd
annual Hoppin’ Hounds Easter “Egg” Hunt on April 15th. Over
125 attendees accompanied their canine pals on a hunt for
specially colored dog biscuits hidden in the Byrne Preserve. The
Earth Day Celebration and Big Cats Exhibition at Westwind Barn
is a perennial favorite and this year was no exception. The majestic
animals enthralled over 600 daring individuals who attended the
daylong event. It was not all play for the Earth Day weekend.
Residents helped clean Town pathways resulting in nearly a half
ton of trash deposited in a dumpster at the Town Hall parking lot.
It is encouraging to see such community spirit. The 5th Annual
Pathway Run also staged at Westwind Barn rounded out the
quarter on May 7th with more than 130 in attendance. I personally
attended this event - specifically the 1-mile “Fun Run” with two of
my children who marveled at the scenic beauty of the Byrne
Preserve while they effortlessly scampered up hills that I hitherto
thought were passable only by mountain goats.

T

he Town is served by two sewer systems. The north side
of Town is served through the Palo Alto system. The
Town has secured sufficient capacity for practically all
homes in the north basin to connect to the sewer system.
The south side to Town is served through the Los Altos sewer
system. Since 2001, the Town has not been able to provide
residents with sewer connections because Los Altos had concerns
about the capacity of their system and was not issuing any more
connection rights until their consultants completed a master sewer
study.
The sewer study was completed last year and there is available
capacity. Los Altos has provided 75 connection rights available
immediately to the Town for its citizens. In addition, the Town is
negotiating a new sewer agreement with Los Altos that will
provide capacity for all homes the south side plus the San Antonio
Hills unincorporated area. We hope that this new agreement will
be completed by the Fall of this year. Any homeowner in the south
side of Town who wishes to connect to the sewer system should
contact Henry Louie, Public Works Director at Town Hall (650)
941-7222.

The City Council has been active on the policy front this quarter
contemplating several measures in the areas of energy conservation and urban forest management. The Council adopted a revised
development area ordinance that exempted ground-mounted solar
panels from development area calculations of up to 500 square
feet. The Council also approved in concept a development area
bonus for residents who install roof mounted solar systems subject
to very specific limitations. This legislation is pending and will not
likely take effect until late July. A new local energy standard is
also scheduled to go into effect in late summer. New homes not yet
permitted will be expected to exceed State Title 24 minimum
energy efficiency standards by 15%. With regard to urban forest
management, a Townwide tree hazard assessment survey was
authorized by the City Council in the aftermath of a January storm
that caused trees to topple over through out the Town resulting in
one fatality. The Survey Report was completed in April and
identifies trees that present an obvious, imminent risk of uprooting
and/ or large limb failure onto primary public streets. The Town
Public Safety Officer is serving written notice to owners of
affected properties to have the hazardous trees removed. If you
would like a copy of the Report, please contact Public Safety
Officer Steve Garcia at 941-7222 or sgarcia@losaltoshills.ca.gov

Environmental Initiatives Committee

T HE T OWN N EWSLETTER

June 2006
Underground Utilities Update

L

os Altos Hills Shows Energy Leadership with Energy
Efficiency/Photovoltaic Ordinance When it comes to
household energy use, Los Altos Hills is among the
highest 2% of northern California communities. The Environmental Initiatives Committee (EIC) proposes changes to our
Town’s ordinances that will help us take a leadership role in
energy efficiency and photovoltaic (PV) power generation that
also makes economic sense to the homeowner. Changes being
proposed will completely pay for themselves in energy savings
in just 5-10 years!

The two pilot projects for undergrounding the town’s
utilities (on Purissima and Altamont) are scheduled to have
PG&E engineering resources
assigned in July. We all hope they
will keep to the schedule.
But these projects — when
completed in a year or two — will
bury only a few thousand feet out of
the 63 miles of overhead utilities
Wires at corner of Viscaino
& Purissima Rd.
criss-crossing our town. Burial of
these lines helps with reliability,
with public safety, and — most noticeably! — with aesthetics.

The Town has already eliminated
permit fees for new PV installations. The EIC is proposing new
ordinances that would require, for
all new homes, either ENERGY
STAR Home certification or 15%
improvement in building energy
efficiency over the existing state
efficiency requirements. PV
systems would count toward this
improvement. The new ordinances
would also permit just administrative review of new PV systems
within certain height and size
limits and would exempt 500 square feet of freestanding PV
structures from lot development limits.

As we strive to be more “green” in our town of lovely hills
& views, we hope to find a financially viable way to bury all
the remaining wires. The Underground Utilities Committee is
making progress on such a plan, and we hope to present it to
residents for consideration later this year.
Please stay tuned.
— Underground Utilities Committee

Do You Love Horses? Do you enjoy working
with children? We can use your help!

T

Expert studies performed for the EIC, and input from the
California Energy Commission staff indicate this is achievable
with a modest cost of $1-2 per square foot that will pay for
itself in energy savings. There are all-ENERGY-STAR Home
developments in Santa Clara County, and PG&E even offers
rebates for ENERGY STAR Homes. The proposed ordinance
also includes a hardship provision to deal with unique circumstances.

he Westwind Riding Institute/4-H is a non-profit
organization offering riding lessons to children with
physical handicaps. We need
volunteers (age 14 or older) who will
help groom and lead horses and walk
alongside riders during lessons. No
experience is necessary, just a love for
horses and a dedication to the very
special children in our program.
Monday and Thursday 4 to 5 p.m. and
in July Mondays 7 to 8 p.m. We also
need help with fundraising, public
relations, and administrative work.
Please call Westwind 4-H at 947-8680.

The EIC believes Los Altos Hills will be the first community
in California to adopt a local residential energy efficiency
requirement applying to all new homes and the first community
to adopt the ENERGY STAR Home performance standard.

Space is sill available for the Ohlone Camp and Riding
Camp in June and July. Contact: Tod McLemore, Recreation
Director at (650) 941-7222 x 241 or
TMCLemoe@losaltoshillls.ca.gov

For Council Agenda and Minutes,
See our Website:
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov

The City Council is also committed to an ambitious public
2
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Opera professionals and BCS students seize
the stage in Gilbert and Sullivan’s hilarious
“The Pirates of Penzance”

T

he Town’s pathways got a thorough clean up on
Earth Day. On Saturday, all residents were invited
to participate. Volunteers
took off on foot on paths and
roadsides on April 21st and 22nd,
armed with trash bags, gloves and
vests provided by the town’s
Pathway Committee.

What happens when singers connected to a world-class
opera company, and students from an innovative elementary
school share the stage? “Magic!” enthused Wanny Hersey,
Principal of the Bullis Charter School in Los Altos, who,
along with professional singers from
San Francisco Opera’s outreach
program, rehearsed more than two
dozen students for a joint performance
of ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ at Foothill
College April 30. “As a charter school,
we are so fortunate to be able to
expand on opportunities as they present themselves and create
deep experiences for our students,” said Hersey, herself an
accomplished musician.

Bullis Charter School students kicked off the event, which
the Pathway Committee plans to make an annual tradition.
The children, accompanied by teachers and parent volunteers took off on foot to Byrne Preserve, Purissima Road
and other parts of the town, covering 22 miles of pathways,
collecting an estimated over 800 pounds of trash.

Covington Wins California Distinguished
School Award

We were lucky that we got to do this performance with
them,” said David Kirk who was seen shaking hands with SF
Opera Guild musical director, Baker Peeples, and Opera a la
Carte coordinator, Ellen Kerrigan after the show. “The singers
were cool!”

Covington Elementary School, the Los Altos School
District school serving over 130
Los Altos Hills children, has been
awarded the California Distinguished School designation for
2006, after only three years in
operation.

This “lucky” break arrived through San Francisco Opera’s
‘Opera à la Carte’ program, where elementary students take
part in rehearsing and performing a reduced, Englishlanguage version of an opera along with professional opera
singers. Earlier in the school year, the group visited and
performed with the charter students in one of the school’s
portable classrooms. Parents were so impressed with the
performance, they arranged to stage a special production in
Foothill college’s full-sized theatre in honor of Los Altos
Hills 50th Anniversary. Parent, John Swan spearheaded the
effort:

The award “honors some of the
state’s most exemplary and
inspiring public schools. Schools selected for Distinguished
School Awards are strong, well-rounded community
schools,” says the Web site for the program. Distinguished
Schools must excel in academics, teaching staff skills and
professional development programs, media and technology
services, support for children with special needs, and must
foster a school culture that promotes inclusion, responsibility, fairness, and other positive character traits.

Because opera encompasses all the arts -various styles of
dance, music, drama - it provides inspiring avenues for
children to connect to their passions, while learning about
history and cultural traditions,” said Swan. “We were
delighted to be able to bring the show to our town as a thank
you to our community supporters.”

“While winning the Distinguished School Award is
always an honor, it is truly remarkable for a school that has
only been open three years,” said Principal Leslie Crane. “I
am so proud of our students and teachers, and so grateful
for the support of the parents and the community.”
Covington students, decked out in their school colors of
vivid orange and blue, celebrated their achievement in April
with speeches, cheering, and bright orange popsicles.

Earth Day Celebration
Parks & Recreation Openings

Pathways Cleanup

Great Success!

B

etween 700 and 800 people attended the Town of Los Altos Hills fifth annual Earth Day Celebration at Westwind Barn.
Thirty-two groups - conservation, environmental, and recycling organizations, school groups and LAH Town committees
participated in the event. The wild cats of Leopards, Etc. were a featured attraction.
Shoshone, a two-year old cougar (mountain lion) appeared for the first time at Westwind. Nakuru, a
serval cat, amazed the audience with his ability in leaping to seize prey. The afternoon’s event was
also highlighted with a special presentation featuring a great horned owl - the most widespread
North American owl species and one of our most powerful birds of prey. The demonstration was
provided by the local Sky Hunters organization showing one of their educational birds. In addition to
the booths of nearly three-dozen organizations, local vintners were on hand to share their knowledge
and acquaint the public with their wines.
The Earth Day Celebration was sponsored by the LAH Open Space Committee.

To communicate current issues, services, and activities in Los Altos
Hills to the residents of the Town and to facilitate, encourage and
improve interaction between the residents and Town government. The
2006 Newsletter will be published quarterly in the months of March,
June, September, and December. Deadline for the next issue is July
31, 2006.

Recycling in LAH Just Got Easier
Single stream recycling now allows
you to put all your recyclables (not yard
waste) into a single 96-gallon rolling
cart available from Los Altos Garbage
Co. (650) 961-8040. A recent flyer
included in the Los Altos Garbage Co. billing indicates
what is recyclable. Also, look for a flyer in your future
billing about curbside Electronic Waste pickup. See:
www.losaltosgarbage.com

3

L OS ALTOS HILLS

Town Newsletter - Statement of Purpose

Internet Address: www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
About Our Publication
The Town Newsletter is published with assistance from our
Town Volunteer Committees.
Editor: Dorothy Duffy Price
Associate Editors: Barbara Waldeck, Linda Seidel, Patty Woolsey

Los Altos Hills City Council
Breene Kerr, Mayor • Dean Warshawsky, Mayor Pro Tem
Craig Jones • Jean Mordo • Mike O’Malley Recycled Paper
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works/capital improvement plan this year. Some projects now
underway this quarter and scheduled for completion by the end of
the year include over a mile of new roadside pathways, a new
Town riding arena paid for with State Park Bond funds, connection of the Town Little League Fields and Corporation Yard to
sanitary sewer and completion of the Pine Lane Sanitary Sewer
Diversion Project. The completion of this project will result in
additional sanitary sewer connections being made available to
Town residents in the Los Altos Sanitary Sewer Basin.

Dear Residents:

I

n February, the City Council appointed me to serve as
Interim City
Manager while they
recruit for the position of
City Manager with the
assistance of executive
search firm Avery Associates. The search should be
concluded by late spring/
early summer. I am
appreciative of the Council
placing their confidence in
me to oversee the day-toActing City Manager & Planning
day operations of the Town
Director Carl Cahill
Government during this
interim period.

Finally if you are visiting Town Hall anytime soon, please
welcome Judy Hooi, our new front desk receptionist and office
specialist. Judy was hired in March and we are all very impressed
with her cheerful disposition and ability to simultaneously manage
the phones while still accomplishing a multitude of other tasks
quickly and efficiently.
— Carl Cahill, Acting City Manager
& Planning Director

SEWER STUDY UPDATE

I am happy to report that the Town enjoyed a busy social
calendar this past quarter. Town sponsored events included the 3rd
annual Hoppin’ Hounds Easter “Egg” Hunt on April 15th. Over
125 attendees accompanied their canine pals on a hunt for
specially colored dog biscuits hidden in the Byrne Preserve. The
Earth Day Celebration and Big Cats Exhibition at Westwind Barn
is a perennial favorite and this year was no exception. The majestic
animals enthralled over 600 daring individuals who attended the
daylong event. It was not all play for the Earth Day weekend.
Residents helped clean Town pathways resulting in nearly a half
ton of trash deposited in a dumpster at the Town Hall parking lot.
It is encouraging to see such community spirit. The 5th Annual
Pathway Run also staged at Westwind Barn rounded out the
quarter on May 7th with more than 130 in attendance. I personally
attended this event - specifically the 1-mile “Fun Run” with two of
my children who marveled at the scenic beauty of the Byrne
Preserve while they effortlessly scampered up hills that I hitherto
thought were passable only by mountain goats.

T

he Town is served by two sewer systems. The north side
of Town is served through the Palo Alto system. The
Town has secured sufficient capacity for practically all
homes in the north basin to connect to the sewer system.
The south side to Town is served through the Los Altos sewer
system. Since 2001, the Town has not been able to provide
residents with sewer connections because Los Altos had concerns
about the capacity of their system and was not issuing any more
connection rights until their consultants completed a master sewer
study.
The sewer study was completed last year and there is available
capacity. Los Altos has provided 75 connection rights available
immediately to the Town for its citizens. In addition, the Town is
negotiating a new sewer agreement with Los Altos that will
provide capacity for all homes the south side plus the San Antonio
Hills unincorporated area. We hope that this new agreement will
be completed by the Fall of this year. Any homeowner in the south
side of Town who wishes to connect to the sewer system should
contact Henry Louie, Public Works Director at Town Hall (650)
941-7222.

The City Council has been active on the policy front this quarter
contemplating several measures in the areas of energy conservation and urban forest management. The Council adopted a revised
development area ordinance that exempted ground-mounted solar
panels from development area calculations of up to 500 square
feet. The Council also approved in concept a development area
bonus for residents who install roof mounted solar systems subject
to very specific limitations. This legislation is pending and will not
likely take effect until late July. A new local energy standard is
also scheduled to go into effect in late summer. New homes not yet
permitted will be expected to exceed State Title 24 minimum
energy efficiency standards by 15%. With regard to urban forest
management, a Townwide tree hazard assessment survey was
authorized by the City Council in the aftermath of a January storm
that caused trees to topple over through out the Town resulting in
one fatality. The Survey Report was completed in April and
identifies trees that present an obvious, imminent risk of uprooting
and/ or large limb failure onto primary public streets. The Town
Public Safety Officer is serving written notice to owners of
affected properties to have the hazardous trees removed. If you
would like a copy of the Report, please contact Public Safety
Officer Steve Garcia at 941-7222 or sgarcia@losaltoshills.ca.gov

Environmental Initiatives Committee
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L

os Altos Hills Shows Energy Leadership with Energy
Efficiency/Photovoltaic Ordinance When it comes to
household energy use, Los Altos Hills is among the
highest 2% of northern California communities. The Environmental Initiatives Committee (EIC) proposes changes to our
Town’s ordinances that will help us take a leadership role in
energy efficiency and photovoltaic (PV) power generation that
also makes economic sense to the homeowner. Changes being
proposed will completely pay for themselves in energy savings
in just 5-10 years!

The two pilot projects for undergrounding the town’s
utilities (on Purissima and Altamont) are scheduled to have
PG&E engineering resources
assigned in July. We all hope they
will keep to the schedule.
But these projects — when
completed in a year or two — will
bury only a few thousand feet out of
the 63 miles of overhead utilities
Wires at corner of Viscaino
& Purissima Rd.
criss-crossing our town. Burial of
these lines helps with reliability,
with public safety, and — most noticeably! — with aesthetics.

The Town has already eliminated
permit fees for new PV installations. The EIC is proposing new
ordinances that would require, for
all new homes, either ENERGY
STAR Home certification or 15%
improvement in building energy
efficiency over the existing state
efficiency requirements. PV
systems would count toward this
improvement. The new ordinances
would also permit just administrative review of new PV systems
within certain height and size
limits and would exempt 500 square feet of freestanding PV
structures from lot development limits.

As we strive to be more “green” in our town of lovely hills
& views, we hope to find a financially viable way to bury all
the remaining wires. The Underground Utilities Committee is
making progress on such a plan, and we hope to present it to
residents for consideration later this year.
Please stay tuned.
— Underground Utilities Committee

Do You Love Horses? Do you enjoy working
with children? We can use your help!

T

Expert studies performed for the EIC, and input from the
California Energy Commission staff indicate this is achievable
with a modest cost of $1-2 per square foot that will pay for
itself in energy savings. There are all-ENERGY-STAR Home
developments in Santa Clara County, and PG&E even offers
rebates for ENERGY STAR Homes. The proposed ordinance
also includes a hardship provision to deal with unique circumstances.

he Westwind Riding Institute/4-H is a non-profit
organization offering riding lessons to children with
physical handicaps. We need
volunteers (age 14 or older) who will
help groom and lead horses and walk
alongside riders during lessons. No
experience is necessary, just a love for
horses and a dedication to the very
special children in our program.
Monday and Thursday 4 to 5 p.m. and
in July Mondays 7 to 8 p.m. We also
need help with fundraising, public
relations, and administrative work.
Please call Westwind 4-H at 947-8680.

The EIC believes Los Altos Hills will be the first community
in California to adopt a local residential energy efficiency
requirement applying to all new homes and the first community
to adopt the ENERGY STAR Home performance standard.

Space is sill available for the Ohlone Camp and Riding
Camp in June and July. Contact: Tod McLemore, Recreation
Director at (650) 941-7222 x 241 or
TMCLemoe@losaltoshillls.ca.gov

For Council Agenda and Minutes,
See our Website:
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov

The City Council is also committed to an ambitious public
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Opera professionals and BCS students seize
the stage in Gilbert and Sullivan’s hilarious
“The Pirates of Penzance”

T

he Town’s pathways got a thorough clean up on
Earth Day. On Saturday, all residents were invited
to participate. Volunteers
took off on foot on paths and
roadsides on April 21st and 22nd,
armed with trash bags, gloves and
vests provided by the town’s
Pathway Committee.

What happens when singers connected to a world-class
opera company, and students from an innovative elementary
school share the stage? “Magic!” enthused Wanny Hersey,
Principal of the Bullis Charter School in Los Altos, who,
along with professional singers from
San Francisco Opera’s outreach
program, rehearsed more than two
dozen students for a joint performance
of ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ at Foothill
College April 30. “As a charter school,
we are so fortunate to be able to
expand on opportunities as they present themselves and create
deep experiences for our students,” said Hersey, herself an
accomplished musician.

Bullis Charter School students kicked off the event, which
the Pathway Committee plans to make an annual tradition.
The children, accompanied by teachers and parent volunteers took off on foot to Byrne Preserve, Purissima Road
and other parts of the town, covering 22 miles of pathways,
collecting an estimated over 800 pounds of trash.

Covington Wins California Distinguished
School Award

We were lucky that we got to do this performance with
them,” said David Kirk who was seen shaking hands with SF
Opera Guild musical director, Baker Peeples, and Opera a la
Carte coordinator, Ellen Kerrigan after the show. “The singers
were cool!”

Covington Elementary School, the Los Altos School
District school serving over 130
Los Altos Hills children, has been
awarded the California Distinguished School designation for
2006, after only three years in
operation.

This “lucky” break arrived through San Francisco Opera’s
‘Opera à la Carte’ program, where elementary students take
part in rehearsing and performing a reduced, Englishlanguage version of an opera along with professional opera
singers. Earlier in the school year, the group visited and
performed with the charter students in one of the school’s
portable classrooms. Parents were so impressed with the
performance, they arranged to stage a special production in
Foothill college’s full-sized theatre in honor of Los Altos
Hills 50th Anniversary. Parent, John Swan spearheaded the
effort:

The award “honors some of the
state’s most exemplary and
inspiring public schools. Schools selected for Distinguished
School Awards are strong, well-rounded community
schools,” says the Web site for the program. Distinguished
Schools must excel in academics, teaching staff skills and
professional development programs, media and technology
services, support for children with special needs, and must
foster a school culture that promotes inclusion, responsibility, fairness, and other positive character traits.

Because opera encompasses all the arts -various styles of
dance, music, drama - it provides inspiring avenues for
children to connect to their passions, while learning about
history and cultural traditions,” said Swan. “We were
delighted to be able to bring the show to our town as a thank
you to our community supporters.”

“While winning the Distinguished School Award is
always an honor, it is truly remarkable for a school that has
only been open three years,” said Principal Leslie Crane. “I
am so proud of our students and teachers, and so grateful
for the support of the parents and the community.”
Covington students, decked out in their school colors of
vivid orange and blue, celebrated their achievement in April
with speeches, cheering, and bright orange popsicles.

Earth Day Celebration
Parks & Recreation Openings

Pathways Cleanup

Great Success!

B

etween 700 and 800 people attended the Town of Los Altos Hills fifth annual Earth Day Celebration at Westwind Barn.
Thirty-two groups - conservation, environmental, and recycling organizations, school groups and LAH Town committees
participated in the event. The wild cats of Leopards, Etc. were a featured attraction.
Shoshone, a two-year old cougar (mountain lion) appeared for the first time at Westwind. Nakuru, a
serval cat, amazed the audience with his ability in leaping to seize prey. The afternoon’s event was
also highlighted with a special presentation featuring a great horned owl - the most widespread
North American owl species and one of our most powerful birds of prey. The demonstration was
provided by the local Sky Hunters organization showing one of their educational birds. In addition to
the booths of nearly three-dozen organizations, local vintners were on hand to share their knowledge
and acquaint the public with their wines.
The Earth Day Celebration was sponsored by the LAH Open Space Committee.

To communicate current issues, services, and activities in Los Altos
Hills to the residents of the Town and to facilitate, encourage and
improve interaction between the residents and Town government. The
2006 Newsletter will be published quarterly in the months of March,
June, September, and December. Deadline for the next issue is July
31, 2006.

Recycling in LAH Just Got Easier
Single stream recycling now allows
you to put all your recyclables (not yard
waste) into a single 96-gallon rolling
cart available from Los Altos Garbage
Co. (650) 961-8040. A recent flyer
included in the Los Altos Garbage Co. billing indicates
what is recyclable. Also, look for a flyer in your future
billing about curbside Electronic Waste pickup. See:
www.losaltosgarbage.com
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works/capital improvement plan this year. Some projects now
underway this quarter and scheduled for completion by the end of
the year include over a mile of new roadside pathways, a new
Town riding arena paid for with State Park Bond funds, connection of the Town Little League Fields and Corporation Yard to
sanitary sewer and completion of the Pine Lane Sanitary Sewer
Diversion Project. The completion of this project will result in
additional sanitary sewer connections being made available to
Town residents in the Los Altos Sanitary Sewer Basin.

Dear Residents:

I

n February, the City Council appointed me to serve as
Interim City
Manager while they
recruit for the position of
City Manager with the
assistance of executive
search firm Avery Associates. The search should be
concluded by late spring/
early summer. I am
appreciative of the Council
placing their confidence in
me to oversee the day-toActing City Manager & Planning
day operations of the Town
Director Carl Cahill
Government during this
interim period.

Finally if you are visiting Town Hall anytime soon, please
welcome Judy Hooi, our new front desk receptionist and office
specialist. Judy was hired in March and we are all very impressed
with her cheerful disposition and ability to simultaneously manage
the phones while still accomplishing a multitude of other tasks
quickly and efficiently.
— Carl Cahill, Acting City Manager
& Planning Director

SEWER STUDY UPDATE

I am happy to report that the Town enjoyed a busy social
calendar this past quarter. Town sponsored events included the 3rd
annual Hoppin’ Hounds Easter “Egg” Hunt on April 15th. Over
125 attendees accompanied their canine pals on a hunt for
specially colored dog biscuits hidden in the Byrne Preserve. The
Earth Day Celebration and Big Cats Exhibition at Westwind Barn
is a perennial favorite and this year was no exception. The majestic
animals enthralled over 600 daring individuals who attended the
daylong event. It was not all play for the Earth Day weekend.
Residents helped clean Town pathways resulting in nearly a half
ton of trash deposited in a dumpster at the Town Hall parking lot.
It is encouraging to see such community spirit. The 5th Annual
Pathway Run also staged at Westwind Barn rounded out the
quarter on May 7th with more than 130 in attendance. I personally
attended this event - specifically the 1-mile “Fun Run” with two of
my children who marveled at the scenic beauty of the Byrne
Preserve while they effortlessly scampered up hills that I hitherto
thought were passable only by mountain goats.

T

he Town is served by two sewer systems. The north side
of Town is served through the Palo Alto system. The
Town has secured sufficient capacity for practically all
homes in the north basin to connect to the sewer system.
The south side to Town is served through the Los Altos sewer
system. Since 2001, the Town has not been able to provide
residents with sewer connections because Los Altos had concerns
about the capacity of their system and was not issuing any more
connection rights until their consultants completed a master sewer
study.
The sewer study was completed last year and there is available
capacity. Los Altos has provided 75 connection rights available
immediately to the Town for its citizens. In addition, the Town is
negotiating a new sewer agreement with Los Altos that will
provide capacity for all homes the south side plus the San Antonio
Hills unincorporated area. We hope that this new agreement will
be completed by the Fall of this year. Any homeowner in the south
side of Town who wishes to connect to the sewer system should
contact Henry Louie, Public Works Director at Town Hall (650)
941-7222.

The City Council has been active on the policy front this quarter
contemplating several measures in the areas of energy conservation and urban forest management. The Council adopted a revised
development area ordinance that exempted ground-mounted solar
panels from development area calculations of up to 500 square
feet. The Council also approved in concept a development area
bonus for residents who install roof mounted solar systems subject
to very specific limitations. This legislation is pending and will not
likely take effect until late July. A new local energy standard is
also scheduled to go into effect in late summer. New homes not yet
permitted will be expected to exceed State Title 24 minimum
energy efficiency standards by 15%. With regard to urban forest
management, a Townwide tree hazard assessment survey was
authorized by the City Council in the aftermath of a January storm
that caused trees to topple over through out the Town resulting in
one fatality. The Survey Report was completed in April and
identifies trees that present an obvious, imminent risk of uprooting
and/ or large limb failure onto primary public streets. The Town
Public Safety Officer is serving written notice to owners of
affected properties to have the hazardous trees removed. If you
would like a copy of the Report, please contact Public Safety
Officer Steve Garcia at 941-7222 or sgarcia@losaltoshills.ca.gov

Environmental Initiatives Committee
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June 2006
Underground Utilities Update

L

os Altos Hills Shows Energy Leadership with Energy
Efficiency/Photovoltaic Ordinance When it comes to
household energy use, Los Altos Hills is among the
highest 2% of northern California communities. The Environmental Initiatives Committee (EIC) proposes changes to our
Town’s ordinances that will help us take a leadership role in
energy efficiency and photovoltaic (PV) power generation that
also makes economic sense to the homeowner. Changes being
proposed will completely pay for themselves in energy savings
in just 5-10 years!

The two pilot projects for undergrounding the town’s
utilities (on Purissima and Altamont) are scheduled to have
PG&E engineering resources
assigned in July. We all hope they
will keep to the schedule.
But these projects — when
completed in a year or two — will
bury only a few thousand feet out of
the 63 miles of overhead utilities
Wires at corner of Viscaino
& Purissima Rd.
criss-crossing our town. Burial of
these lines helps with reliability,
with public safety, and — most noticeably! — with aesthetics.

The Town has already eliminated
permit fees for new PV installations. The EIC is proposing new
ordinances that would require, for
all new homes, either ENERGY
STAR Home certification or 15%
improvement in building energy
efficiency over the existing state
efficiency requirements. PV
systems would count toward this
improvement. The new ordinances
would also permit just administrative review of new PV systems
within certain height and size
limits and would exempt 500 square feet of freestanding PV
structures from lot development limits.

As we strive to be more “green” in our town of lovely hills
& views, we hope to find a financially viable way to bury all
the remaining wires. The Underground Utilities Committee is
making progress on such a plan, and we hope to present it to
residents for consideration later this year.
Please stay tuned.
— Underground Utilities Committee

Do You Love Horses? Do you enjoy working
with children? We can use your help!

T

Expert studies performed for the EIC, and input from the
California Energy Commission staff indicate this is achievable
with a modest cost of $1-2 per square foot that will pay for
itself in energy savings. There are all-ENERGY-STAR Home
developments in Santa Clara County, and PG&E even offers
rebates for ENERGY STAR Homes. The proposed ordinance
also includes a hardship provision to deal with unique circumstances.

he Westwind Riding Institute/4-H is a non-profit
organization offering riding lessons to children with
physical handicaps. We need
volunteers (age 14 or older) who will
help groom and lead horses and walk
alongside riders during lessons. No
experience is necessary, just a love for
horses and a dedication to the very
special children in our program.
Monday and Thursday 4 to 5 p.m. and
in July Mondays 7 to 8 p.m. We also
need help with fundraising, public
relations, and administrative work.
Please call Westwind 4-H at 947-8680.

The EIC believes Los Altos Hills will be the first community
in California to adopt a local residential energy efficiency
requirement applying to all new homes and the first community
to adopt the ENERGY STAR Home performance standard.

Space is sill available for the Ohlone Camp and Riding
Camp in June and July. Contact: Tod McLemore, Recreation
Director at (650) 941-7222 x 241 or
TMCLemoe@losaltoshillls.ca.gov

For Council Agenda and Minutes,
See our Website:
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov

The City Council is also committed to an ambitious public
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Opera professionals and BCS students seize
the stage in Gilbert and Sullivan’s hilarious
“The Pirates of Penzance”

T

he Town’s pathways got a thorough clean up on
Earth Day. On Saturday, all residents were invited
to participate. Volunteers
took off on foot on paths and
roadsides on April 21st and 22nd,
armed with trash bags, gloves and
vests provided by the town’s
Pathway Committee.

What happens when singers connected to a world-class
opera company, and students from an innovative elementary
school share the stage? “Magic!” enthused Wanny Hersey,
Principal of the Bullis Charter School in Los Altos, who,
along with professional singers from
San Francisco Opera’s outreach
program, rehearsed more than two
dozen students for a joint performance
of ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ at Foothill
College April 30. “As a charter school,
we are so fortunate to be able to
expand on opportunities as they present themselves and create
deep experiences for our students,” said Hersey, herself an
accomplished musician.

Bullis Charter School students kicked off the event, which
the Pathway Committee plans to make an annual tradition.
The children, accompanied by teachers and parent volunteers took off on foot to Byrne Preserve, Purissima Road
and other parts of the town, covering 22 miles of pathways,
collecting an estimated over 800 pounds of trash.

Covington Wins California Distinguished
School Award

We were lucky that we got to do this performance with
them,” said David Kirk who was seen shaking hands with SF
Opera Guild musical director, Baker Peeples, and Opera a la
Carte coordinator, Ellen Kerrigan after the show. “The singers
were cool!”

Covington Elementary School, the Los Altos School
District school serving over 130
Los Altos Hills children, has been
awarded the California Distinguished School designation for
2006, after only three years in
operation.

This “lucky” break arrived through San Francisco Opera’s
‘Opera à la Carte’ program, where elementary students take
part in rehearsing and performing a reduced, Englishlanguage version of an opera along with professional opera
singers. Earlier in the school year, the group visited and
performed with the charter students in one of the school’s
portable classrooms. Parents were so impressed with the
performance, they arranged to stage a special production in
Foothill college’s full-sized theatre in honor of Los Altos
Hills 50th Anniversary. Parent, John Swan spearheaded the
effort:

The award “honors some of the
state’s most exemplary and
inspiring public schools. Schools selected for Distinguished
School Awards are strong, well-rounded community
schools,” says the Web site for the program. Distinguished
Schools must excel in academics, teaching staff skills and
professional development programs, media and technology
services, support for children with special needs, and must
foster a school culture that promotes inclusion, responsibility, fairness, and other positive character traits.

Because opera encompasses all the arts -various styles of
dance, music, drama - it provides inspiring avenues for
children to connect to their passions, while learning about
history and cultural traditions,” said Swan. “We were
delighted to be able to bring the show to our town as a thank
you to our community supporters.”

“While winning the Distinguished School Award is
always an honor, it is truly remarkable for a school that has
only been open three years,” said Principal Leslie Crane. “I
am so proud of our students and teachers, and so grateful
for the support of the parents and the community.”
Covington students, decked out in their school colors of
vivid orange and blue, celebrated their achievement in April
with speeches, cheering, and bright orange popsicles.

Earth Day Celebration
Parks & Recreation Openings

Pathways Cleanup

Great Success!

B

etween 700 and 800 people attended the Town of Los Altos Hills fifth annual Earth Day Celebration at Westwind Barn.
Thirty-two groups - conservation, environmental, and recycling organizations, school groups and LAH Town committees
participated in the event. The wild cats of Leopards, Etc. were a featured attraction.
Shoshone, a two-year old cougar (mountain lion) appeared for the first time at Westwind. Nakuru, a
serval cat, amazed the audience with his ability in leaping to seize prey. The afternoon’s event was
also highlighted with a special presentation featuring a great horned owl - the most widespread
North American owl species and one of our most powerful birds of prey. The demonstration was
provided by the local Sky Hunters organization showing one of their educational birds. In addition to
the booths of nearly three-dozen organizations, local vintners were on hand to share their knowledge
and acquaint the public with their wines.
The Earth Day Celebration was sponsored by the LAH Open Space Committee.

To communicate current issues, services, and activities in Los Altos
Hills to the residents of the Town and to facilitate, encourage and
improve interaction between the residents and Town government. The
2006 Newsletter will be published quarterly in the months of March,
June, September, and December. Deadline for the next issue is July
31, 2006.

Recycling in LAH Just Got Easier
Single stream recycling now allows
you to put all your recyclables (not yard
waste) into a single 96-gallon rolling
cart available from Los Altos Garbage
Co. (650) 961-8040. A recent flyer
included in the Los Altos Garbage Co. billing indicates
what is recyclable. Also, look for a flyer in your future
billing about curbside Electronic Waste pickup. See:
www.losaltosgarbage.com
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INVITA
INVIT
ATION
You are cordially invited to the Opening Reception of Los Altos Hills Artist
Karen Druker
Sunday, June 11, 2006
2 p.m.-4 p.m.
Los Altos Hills Town Hall
26379 Fremont Road, Los Altos Hills
Light Refreshments
Brief Biography:
Karen has lived in Los Altos and Los Altos Hills with her husband Dr. David
Druker for 32 years and maintains a studio in Los Altos Hills. Karen’s paintings in
this exhibit include churches, landscapes and everyday objects in series, starting realistically and progressively becoming more abstract. She hopes that seeing the progression
from realistic to abstract will help viewers understand abstraction.
HOPPIN HOUNDS EVENT HAVE DOGS

HIDDEN VILLA

HOPPIN’ HAPPY

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS

H

M

idden Villa announces a free outdoor summer
concert series for residents of Los Altos Hills, Los
Altos and neighboring communities. Four
twilight shows will be held on consecutive Sundays - July
16, 23, 30, and August 6. Concerts start at 6:00, at the
Visitors Welcome Center of Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody
Road in Los Altos Hills. Audience members can picnic on
the lawn.

ore than 100 dogs and their owners braved
morning rain to attend the Parks and Recre
ation Department’s and 5 Paw Bakerysponsored third annual Hoppin’ Hounds Easter Egg Hunt
on April 15 at Westwind Barn and Byrne Preserve. The
event raised
$650.00 for
the Palo Alto
Animal
Services and
Shelter
which serves
the Los Altos
Hills area.

The series will
feature popular
Bay Area groups
performing a wide
range of music,
including big band,
reggae, swing, and
bluegrass. Appearing on the
series will be the
Joe Sharino Band
(July 16), Dub FX (July 23), The New Morty Show (July
30), and Hot Buttered Rum (August 6).

Five Paw
Bakery of
Los Altos,
co-sponsor
of the egg
hunt,
donated
1,500 freshbaked pet treats the shape of large Easter eggs. Volunteers
spent the early part of Saturday morning hiding the treats in
Byrne Preserve. Owners walked their leashed dogs through
Byrne to sniff out the treats. Event Director Tod
McLemore said he was impressed with the turn-out, “Los
Altos Hills is a very friendly dog community.”

Hidden Villa’s concert series is underwritten by the Town
of Los Altos Hills; Borel Private Bank and Trust Company;
The Kalish Team, Intero Real Estate, Los Altos; and the Los
Altos Community Foundation.
For information, phone Hidden Villa Community
Programs at (650) 949-9704 or see www.hiddenvilla.org.

Los Altos Hills

LOS ALTOS HILLS

WESTWIND — YOUR HOMETOWN BARN
If you haven’t visited Los Altos Hills’ own Westwind Community Barn lately, you could be missing out!

TOWN NEWSLETTER

• Did you know that Westwind has year-round riding programs run by the Park & Recreation Dept. with
school horses for kids and adults?
• Or that Los Altos Hills residents have priority
when it comes to boarding their horses at
Westwind?

CAL I F O R N IA
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• Or that Los Altos Hills residents with horses at
home can use Westwind arenas for a low yearly
fee?

Public Education Progress Report

CALENDAR

Whether you are interested in riding, making
new friends, finding a riding buddy, learning more
about horses, or enjoying the beauty of Byrne
Preserve and the horses that graze its hillsides,
visit us today to discover fun, friendship and a
chance to learn...right in your own backyard! For
more information contact Westwind at 941-6113.
Or visit our website at
www.westwindcommunitybarn.org

June 2, Friday Los
Altos/Los Altos Hills
Salute to the Mayors
Dinner; 6:30 PM;
Crowne Plaza Hotel,
Palo Alto
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Los Altos, CA
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June 4, Sunday
LAH Town Picnic,
Little League Fields,
1-4 PM
June 6, Tuesday
Election Day, Don’t
Forget to VOTE! See
www.Smartvoter.org
for your polling place.
June 10, Saturday
LAHHA Trail Ride;
Meet at Town Ring
10:30 AM; See
website at
www.Lahha.org

Presentation of Colors
LAH Youth Commisisioner
& Community Relations
Committee Initiates New
Program Adopted by City
Council to Develop:

June 224,25; Relay
for Life. Los Altos
High School; Info:
Jeanne MacVicar 9177979

• civic pride and involvement in government.

July 8,9 Los Altos
Art & Wine Festival.
10AM-6PM; Info.
949-5282

Students & youth organizations to present colors and
lead the Pledge of Allegiance
at Council meetings.
New Program to start in
June 2006.
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June 2006

P

erhaps no issue helps define community more than local schools. While Los Altos Hills has
participated in three high quality school districts, there has been an erosion of public elementary schools from four to zero over time. The Public Education Committee was formed 2 1/2
years ago to study the issue and recommend actions. Earlier this year, the PEC voted unanimously to
recommend redistricting, but split on the ideal type of redistricting.
The City Council chose to seek redistricting only if a negotiated
solution could not be obtained with our public school districts. On April
27 the City Council decided sufficient progress had been made on a
specific set of terms for returning public education to Los Altos Hills to
make a negotiated solution the first choice. It is expected that the terms
will all be agreed to by the school districts by the June 8th City Council
meeting. Then we will proceed to legally binding agreements to ensure
the permanent presence of a public elementary school in Town available
to all elementary students whose parents’ choose to enroll them. This solution both brings a community school into Town and provides the option of attending Loyola, Covington or Nixon elementary
schools and maintains current boundaries for Egan and Terman middle schools, and Los Altos and
Gunn high schools.
FRAMEWORK FOR THE FUTURE OF
LOS ALTOS HILLS PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EDUCATION
Term Sheet 30-day checkup
1. A public school at the Bullis-Purissima site
• Serves all residents of Los Altos Hills, both PAUSD and LASD sides of our town
• Signed agreement for 20+ years as a public school; longer term for specific town-funded facilities
• BCS on site so long as it has a charter
2. Bullis Charter School will be occupant so long as it has charter
• BCS will have space for 380 students with option (mutual agreement) to grow to 480
• LASD will have space for up to 100 students to support LASD programs (but not another K-6)
• Occupancy by Dec ’07
3. For the first time ever, all LAH children have option to attend the same K-6 school
• Preference for LAH children who choose to attend BCS; no limit on PAUSD-LAH enrollment
• LASD and PAUSD will support a State Board of Education waiver for preference for LAH children
• BCS will receive funding from PAUSD, for PAUSD-LAH children who attend BCS (when LASD is Basic Aid)
4. New playing fields & Community center for LAH, at the Bullis site
• LASD will renovate the Bullis site, beginning in 2006, to the quality of other LASD elementary schools
• Town of LAH will provide funding to enhance the Bullis site; e.g. recreation, infrastructure, solar panels
• Bullis Foundation has right to fund construction of new buildings on Bullis site
5. BCS will receive support for a smooth transition
• BCS to be chartered by SCCOE; plan to transfer charter to LASD charter within 5 years of rechartering as
permitted by law. Tied by both BCS and LASD to #6 below
• Shared site. As access is needed to multipurpose room or other shared facilities, BCS Superintendent
and LASD Superintendent shall manage on evenhanded manner
• LASD will provide additional portables for BCS at Egan during the transition, to support growth and
current educational programs. LASD shall also provide access to the Egan multipurpose room on an asneeded and as-available basis
6. Equal funding for all LASD public students
• Concept is for all students within LASD, whether attending BCS or District-run public schools to receive
the same amount of tax-payers funding on a per student basis
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You are cordially invited to the Opening Reception of Los Altos Hills Artist
Karen Druker
Sunday, June 11, 2006
2 p.m.-4 p.m.
Los Altos Hills Town Hall
26379 Fremont Road, Los Altos Hills
Light Refreshments
Brief Biography:
Karen has lived in Los Altos and Los Altos Hills with her husband Dr. David
Druker for 32 years and maintains a studio in Los Altos Hills. Karen’s paintings in
this exhibit include churches, landscapes and everyday objects in series, starting realistically and progressively becoming more abstract. She hopes that seeing the progression
from realistic to abstract will help viewers understand abstraction.
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idden Villa announces a free outdoor summer
concert series for residents of Los Altos Hills, Los
Altos and neighboring communities. Four
twilight shows will be held on consecutive Sundays - July
16, 23, 30, and August 6. Concerts start at 6:00, at the
Visitors Welcome Center of Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody
Road in Los Altos Hills. Audience members can picnic on
the lawn.

ore than 100 dogs and their owners braved
morning rain to attend the Parks and Recre
ation Department’s and 5 Paw Bakerysponsored third annual Hoppin’ Hounds Easter Egg Hunt
on April 15 at Westwind Barn and Byrne Preserve. The
event raised
$650.00 for
the Palo Alto
Animal
Services and
Shelter
which serves
the Los Altos
Hills area.

The series will
feature popular
Bay Area groups
performing a wide
range of music,
including big band,
reggae, swing, and
bluegrass. Appearing on the
series will be the
Joe Sharino Band
(July 16), Dub FX (July 23), The New Morty Show (July
30), and Hot Buttered Rum (August 6).

Five Paw
Bakery of
Los Altos,
co-sponsor
of the egg
hunt,
donated
1,500 freshbaked pet treats the shape of large Easter eggs. Volunteers
spent the early part of Saturday morning hiding the treats in
Byrne Preserve. Owners walked their leashed dogs through
Byrne to sniff out the treats. Event Director Tod
McLemore said he was impressed with the turn-out, “Los
Altos Hills is a very friendly dog community.”

Hidden Villa’s concert series is underwritten by the Town
of Los Altos Hills; Borel Private Bank and Trust Company;
The Kalish Team, Intero Real Estate, Los Altos; and the Los
Altos Community Foundation.
For information, phone Hidden Villa Community
Programs at (650) 949-9704 or see www.hiddenvilla.org.
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If you haven’t visited Los Altos Hills’ own Westwind Community Barn lately, you could be missing out!
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• Did you know that Westwind has year-round riding programs run by the Park & Recreation Dept. with
school horses for kids and adults?
• Or that Los Altos Hills residents have priority
when it comes to boarding their horses at
Westwind?
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• Or that Los Altos Hills residents with horses at
home can use Westwind arenas for a low yearly
fee?
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Whether you are interested in riding, making
new friends, finding a riding buddy, learning more
about horses, or enjoying the beauty of Byrne
Preserve and the horses that graze its hillsides,
visit us today to discover fun, friendship and a
chance to learn...right in your own backyard! For
more information contact Westwind at 941-6113.
Or visit our website at
www.westwindcommunitybarn.org
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Print Innovations, Inc.

Presorted
Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
Los Altos, CA
Permit No. 306

June 4, Sunday
LAH Town Picnic,
Little League Fields,
1-4 PM
June 6, Tuesday
Election Day, Don’t
Forget to VOTE! See
www.Smartvoter.org
for your polling place.
June 10, Saturday
LAHHA Trail Ride;
Meet at Town Ring
10:30 AM; See
website at
www.Lahha.org

Presentation of Colors
LAH Youth Commisisioner
& Community Relations
Committee Initiates New
Program Adopted by City
Council to Develop:

June 224,25; Relay
for Life. Los Altos
High School; Info:
Jeanne MacVicar 9177979

• civic pride and involvement in government.

July 8,9 Los Altos
Art & Wine Festival.
10AM-6PM; Info.
949-5282

Students & youth organizations to present colors and
lead the Pledge of Allegiance
at Council meetings.
New Program to start in
June 2006.
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June 2006

P

erhaps no issue helps define community more than local schools. While Los Altos Hills has
participated in three high quality school districts, there has been an erosion of public elementary schools from four to zero over time. The Public Education Committee was formed 2 1/2
years ago to study the issue and recommend actions. Earlier this year, the PEC voted unanimously to
recommend redistricting, but split on the ideal type of redistricting.
The City Council chose to seek redistricting only if a negotiated
solution could not be obtained with our public school districts. On April
27 the City Council decided sufficient progress had been made on a
specific set of terms for returning public education to Los Altos Hills to
make a negotiated solution the first choice. It is expected that the terms
will all be agreed to by the school districts by the June 8th City Council
meeting. Then we will proceed to legally binding agreements to ensure
the permanent presence of a public elementary school in Town available
to all elementary students whose parents’ choose to enroll them. This solution both brings a community school into Town and provides the option of attending Loyola, Covington or Nixon elementary
schools and maintains current boundaries for Egan and Terman middle schools, and Los Altos and
Gunn high schools.
FRAMEWORK FOR THE FUTURE OF
LOS ALTOS HILLS PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EDUCATION
Term Sheet 30-day checkup
1. A public school at the Bullis-Purissima site
• Serves all residents of Los Altos Hills, both PAUSD and LASD sides of our town
• Signed agreement for 20+ years as a public school; longer term for specific town-funded facilities
• BCS on site so long as it has a charter
2. Bullis Charter School will be occupant so long as it has charter
• BCS will have space for 380 students with option (mutual agreement) to grow to 480
• LASD will have space for up to 100 students to support LASD programs (but not another K-6)
• Occupancy by Dec ’07
3. For the first time ever, all LAH children have option to attend the same K-6 school
• Preference for LAH children who choose to attend BCS; no limit on PAUSD-LAH enrollment
• LASD and PAUSD will support a State Board of Education waiver for preference for LAH children
• BCS will receive funding from PAUSD, for PAUSD-LAH children who attend BCS (when LASD is Basic Aid)
4. New playing fields & Community center for LAH, at the Bullis site
• LASD will renovate the Bullis site, beginning in 2006, to the quality of other LASD elementary schools
• Town of LAH will provide funding to enhance the Bullis site; e.g. recreation, infrastructure, solar panels
• Bullis Foundation has right to fund construction of new buildings on Bullis site
5. BCS will receive support for a smooth transition
• BCS to be chartered by SCCOE; plan to transfer charter to LASD charter within 5 years of rechartering as
permitted by law. Tied by both BCS and LASD to #6 below
• Shared site. As access is needed to multipurpose room or other shared facilities, BCS Superintendent
and LASD Superintendent shall manage on evenhanded manner
• LASD will provide additional portables for BCS at Egan during the transition, to support growth and
current educational programs. LASD shall also provide access to the Egan multipurpose room on an asneeded and as-available basis
6. Equal funding for all LASD public students
• Concept is for all students within LASD, whether attending BCS or District-run public schools to receive
the same amount of tax-payers funding on a per student basis
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CALI F O R N IA
NOTICE OF CHANGE IN LOS ALTOS HILLS
RECYCLING
The City Council of Los Altos Hills has instituted single
stream recycling in 2006 which means a change for you
as follows:
• You no longer need to sort your recyclables into different containers. A single container can be used for all
recyclables
• The entire list of recyclables can be found on the
Los Altos Garbage web site www.losaltosgarbage.com/
losaltoshillsrecycle.htm and includes glass, cans, paper,
cardboard, metal, plastic, etc.
• You can order a single large container from Los Altos
Garbage by calling (650) 961-8040 for a charge of
$62.00 or you can continue to use the smaller containers
• The pick up date for your home remains unchanged
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THIRD ANNUAL KENTUCKY DERBY DAY

FOOTHILL COMMUNITY COLLEGE INVITATION

AT MAPLE LEAF FARM

SINCE WE’RE NEIGHBORS, PLEASE
COME TO OUR PARTY

J

oin us at the sixth annual Foothill College Mid-Summer Gala on
Sunday, July 30th at 1:30 p.m. It’s extra special this year as we
feature a “Happy Trails Tribute to President Bernadine
Chuck Fong”, who is retiring after 36 years of exemplary leadership at
Foothill College. Your support will help to launch the “Bernadine
Chuck Fong Fund for Innovation” to provide seed funding for pathbreaking college initiatives. The event features premium local wine
tasting, silent & live auctions, and an elegant al fresco dinner as well as
premium seating for the award-winning Foothill Music Theatre’s
performance of Irving Berlin’s “Annie Get Your Gun”. To reserve
your place and/or learn about sponsorship opportunities, please call
650-949-6230 or check the Gala website at http://foundation.fhda.edu/gala

S

everal hundred guests celebrated the Kentucky Derby at Maple Leaf Farm in Los Altos Hills. Alex and Cathy Mendez,
owners of the magnificent barn, were co-hosts of this elegant event with Supporters of Westwind Community Barn.

The guests enjoyed Southern style mint juleps, bourbon and cigars, and a traditional Derby Day lunch. The Honorable Jean and
Barbara Mordo graciously donated a second fine French dinner to be prepared by the councilman, after the first dinner donated
for the live auction resulted in an exciting competition amongst the bidders.
Local trainers provided a jumping demonstration by the internationally acclaimed horses at Maple Leaf Farm.
Proceeds benefit Westwind Community Barn, which is owned by the Town. Supporters of Westwind Commmunity Barn, a taxdeductible 501(c) (3) organization, sponsored the event. Visit www.WestwindSupporters.org to view photos of the event.

In Memoriam
Editor’s Comments: In this issue of the Town Newsletter, we recognize the passing of two members of our community.
As a member of the Community Relations Committee, I had the opportunity of working with both men. For the past 8 years Andy Perga and his wife Cathie
were always available to assist members of the Community Relations Committee at the LAH Town Picnics. Firooz Ghaffari was the owner of Print
Innovations — who for the past 15 years so ably helped the CRC publish the Town Newsletter and many other publication materials for the Town. Firooz
always made excellent suggestions to improve and enhance our publications. Both men shall be missed. dp

Firooz Ghaffari, Ph.D.

Andy Perga

F

I

irooz Ghaffari, long-time resident of Mora Glen Drive
and a good friend of the LAH Community Relations
Committee, died on April 29. For over 15 years,
editors’ of the Town Newsletter worked with Firooz’s
company, Print Innovations to produce the LAH Town
Newsletter. He personally oversaw the
production. Many of the more recent
Newsletter innovations were directly
attributable to Firooz’s suggestions.
Firooz grew up in Tabriz, Iran and
immigrated to the US for his academic
studies. He earned a doctorate in
chemistry at Texas A&M and later
became a professor and department
head of chemical engineering in Iran.
In 1976 as the political climate changed, Firooz moved his
family back to the US and started his printing business in
Silicon Valley.

t is with great sadness that we report the passing of
longtime Town resident, Andy Perga, who died on
March 12, 2006 after falling from a ladder at his home.
Up until his last day he enjoyed a wonderful life, hiking,
skiing, gourmet cooking & good wine, travel, working on cars
and time spent with his family. He
was the beloved husband of Cathie
Perga and father to his three daughters
and their spouses: Jen Perga and Mike
DeClement of Winsted, Conn.;
Francesca and John Puccini of
Alameda; and Pam and Mike Hafer of
Truckee.
Andy graduated from California
Institute of Technology in Pasadena.
During his more than 30 year career in telecommunications
and electronics with ITT, he and his family lived in Belgium
for 8 years. Upon returning to the US he became the director
of Qume and later started his own company Upgrades
Unlimited and acquired Magellan, which supplies T-Mobile
with voice activated software. Andy’s calling in life was to
“keep the contracts coming so he could keep people employed.”

Firooz was always optimistic. He was passionate about
recognizing the contributions of other nations and their
cultures. He believed that Los Altos was a community that
showed respect to all human beings. He loved his family and
leaves behind Giti his wife of 40 years and three adult
children, Faramarz, Shoaleh & Farshad.

Andy was always there to assist his wife, Cathie and the
Community Relations Committee with the Town Picnic.
Often he would say, “As soon as I retire, I’ll volunteer more
for the Town.” Sadly, it was not to be.....he will be missed.

As a former president to the Los Altos Rotary and active
community volunteer, he leaves a legacy of friendship and
optimism with many residents in Los Altos and Los Altos
Hills and around the world.

Above Photos Courtesy of Joan Mosher

Pacific Ridge Pony Club
GOT RIDE?

P

acific Ridge Pony Club is starting a Horsemasters Group for adults. The purpose of the group is to bring adults who
love horses together to learn and have fun with horses. Horsemasters will use the same excellent Pony Club curriculum
and will work toward improving their riding skills. The group will be based at Westwind Community
Barn in Los Altos Hills. No prior equine experience is necessary. Horsemasters was started two years ago by
the United States Pony Club to educate and expand its volunteer base for Pony Club. Volunteering for a few
Pony Club activities is expected. If you are interested in learning about Horsemasters, contact Jane Kawasaki
at janekawa@pacbell.net or Patty Roche’, 650-947-084 or email: patricia.roche@starband.net
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