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MESSAGE FROM
CITY MANAGER
Dear Neighbors
In 2009, the Town
newsletter was reinvented
and renamed Our Town.
That publication continues
to be edited and designed
by resident and awardwinning graphic designer,
Alexander Atkins. This
publication written by and
for the people of Los Altos
Hills will continue to share
articles that connect people
and ideas, further unify
the community, and makes
life in Los Altos Hills more
meaningful. Starting in

Growing Up Lachenbruch

A

rt Lachenbruch (1925-2021), a world renowned geophysicist with

2023 The Town will publish
a government focused
newsletter titled, Los
Altos Hills Quarterly, that
will focus on government
news intended to inform,
educate, and share the
timely information about
your town government,
public safety issues, and
the activities that residents
will want to know.

the USGS, was one of the most influential planning commissioners
in Los Altos Hills. He served as planning commissioner for more

than a decade beginning in 1970. He developed the slope density equation
that the town (and many other cities) use to limit development on steep
slopes. His equation is the basis for the LUF (Lot Unit Factor) calculation.
This work helped define the character of the town’s lots by protecting steep
slopes from development, thereby improving land stability and stormwater
management and retention, as well as improving water quality in creeks and
the esthetics of our hillside properties. Moreover, Art’s belief that the town
should be impermeable to cars and open to pedestrians is manifest today
in the town’s many open spaces and trails.

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.]

Barb Lachenbruch (LAHS ’74,
barblachenbruch.com) is Art’s daughter. She
grew up in Los Altos Hills and currently lives
in Corvallis, Oregon. Here she reflects on his
life and growing up in Los Altos Hills.

M

y dad, Art Lachenbruch
(pronounced “lock-en-brook”),
lived half his life in Los Altos
Hills. Because of the extent to which he
shaped the town and the town shaped
him, I wanted to share a little of his life
story with you. For 47 years, he and my
mom, Edie, lived on Buena Vista Drive,
near the corner of Page Mill and Moody.
When we moved there in 1963, the paved
roads were narrow, crumbled, and hard
to drive, and Buena Vista was more dirt
than gravel. And although at first we felt
so far from everything, soon we knew we
had so much, right there. Dad especially
loved the way that kids, dogs, deer, and
equestrians could wander freely from hill
to canyon to hill again on trails lacing
everywhere. And although Dad had a
busy life keeping up with our old house,
being an involved dad, son, and husband,
and working as a geophysicist at the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS), he valued
“place” so much that he spent a lot of
effort helping shape how Los Altos Hills
looks today.

Early Years

Art grew up in New Rochelle, New York,
the youngest of four overly rambunctious
boys who seemed to raise themselves.
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His mom, a
second-generation
German Jew from
Louisiana, was
a social worker
and crusader for
civil rights. She
married late and
continued working
after the four
boys were born.
His dad, from
a northeastern
Jewish family, had
to travel for his
work during the
depression. The
boys had an idyllic
childhood of love,
independence, and
discovery — all of
which he passed
on to his children.
Dad and one
brother even made a hole in the wall so
they could talk between rooms at night.
On his sixteenth birthday, Pearl
Harbor was bombed. He already
bridled against the authoritarian
style of his high school, but when
they made him march as if they
were in the military, he became more
disengaged from school. Fortunately,
he attended a school assembly where
someone came to talk about the work
of the USGS. Dad was enraptured and
asked him for a job. The speaker saw
a burly, young, available man when so
many men were in the military.
That summer, Dad was able to work
in remote Alaska as part of a small team
doing the first geologic mapping at that
spot. His part was to haul backpacks
full of rocks great distances, haul canvas
tents and set them up, pull canvas boats
through glacier-melt waters, and help
with surveying — a wild remove from
his life at home. The miniscule and the
majestic, the survival, the applied goal,
the camaraderie of inquisitive people: he
loved it all.

Army Airforce Career

When Dad graduated from high school
at seventeen, his guidance counselor did
not suggest college. But after a second
field season in Alaska, working with men
who soon became thought-leaders in their
fields, he pledged to enlist in the joint
Army Air Force, but under-age, had to
first attend six months of classes run by
the military on a college campus.
Testing placed him in an elite group
with talented men, most of whom were

Cover: Art Lachenbruch and his wife Edie
enjoying their sheep in 1980. Left: Art and Edie,
posing for their Los Altos Hills version of American
Gothic, 2005.

college grads and ardent mentors. Their
group mission was to design onboard,
remote control gun turret systems for B29
bombers, a computationally complex goal
at that time. They encouraged Dad to eat
up as much education as he wanted, and
so he took almost a dozen college courses
by correspondence.
From his family, Dad got humor
and security. From his Alaska work, he
got a love of pushing himself and an
appreciation of applied research. But Dad
gave his army buddies credit for so much
of what shaped him. They helped him
see the power of learning and how much
more teams could do than individuals.
By the time I knew him, Dad had all
of these in his soul. And from somewhere,
he learned gratitude, which is perhaps
what I remember him for most of all.

This photo, taken in 1965, shows the Lachenbruch children gazing across what is now Byrne
Preserve toward their house in the facing meadow.

Moving to Los Altos Hills

In 1962, we moved to LAH. I was seven
and just becoming aware of discovery.
Soon I’d learn that Dad was a wellknown scientist who had finished college
at Johns Hopkins, married Mom, a nurse,
after a brief courtship — two weeks of
dating interrupted by a 3-month field
season, then marriage a few days later
— and got a Ph.D. in geophysics from
Harvard. Afterward, still working for
the USGS, he and Mom lived in Barrow,
Alaska (now Utqiagvik) for two years,
then Menlo Park, then Palo Alto. But
at seven, all I really knew was that we’d
moved to a big sprawling half-fallingapart place with a water tank, tarantulas,
and a swimming pool on a long dirt road.
Paradise.

While my brothers and I did Los
Altos Hills things — raised chickens
and sheep with Mom and Dad’s help,
live-trapped (and released) whatever we
could to see what lived there, crawled
around the chaparral and brought back
old junk bottles and bones — Dad went
to work in the morning, saw his parents
on the way home, then picked us up
from activities at Purissima, Covington,
or Los Altos High. At night, he’d tell
me bedtime stories about his science. To
keep him from leaving, I’d ask for more.
He made me laugh by demonstrating
all the types of earthquakes by pulling
his lips past one another or one on top
of the other. He’d talk about the physics
of earthquake faults, the heat generated
by one plate moving over another, the
various ridges or troughs that formed
when mid-oceanic plates separated, the
outcome depending on relative rates of
accretion and separation. Every night
Dad let me see that discovery could go
beyond our golden hills.

if his call to national action
also triggered a desire to do
what was needed locally.
Our town was in transition.
Our house had a chain
from our septic tank to our
drainfield that we had to pull
back and forth when we did
laundry. Many homes were
barely insulated, heated with
electricity, and riddled with
termites. But the Planning
Commission was also visiting
homesites for places that
would soon be grand. The
residents were as diverse as the homes
they occupied. Dad got involved in deep
discussions and on-the-ground stomping
so he could help the city, applicant, and
neighbors come to accords. That quiet
work helped residents of Los Altos Hills
define what they wanted so development
could continue, and the town could edge
toward that balance of neighborhoods
and rural nature.

Recognition from National Academy
of Sciences

Father Knows Best

From 1969 to the early ’70s, Dad had
to put his research aside. A group
proposed burying a hot-oil pipeline across
the frozen permafrost of Alaska; the
President was on their side. But although
he disliked politics and posturing, his
modeling showed the permafrost would
melt, the pipe would break, and we’d
have the worst ecological disaster of our
times, so he had to step up to help. In
part because of his efforts, the pipeline
was re-designed. In 1975, he was elected
to the National Academy of Sciences
in recognition of his accomplishments.
With humility, he thanked the caller but
asked him what the National Academy of
Sciences was.
By the time he retired in 1994, after
47 years of government service, his body
of work also gave new understanding of
plate tectonics, mechanisms of the faults
in the western United States, discovery
of geothermal energy fields, and the first
terrestrial-based evidence of the earth’s
warming.

Serving on Planning Commission

I find it interesting that 1970 to 1974 was
when he first volunteered as a Planning
Commissioner (he later served from
1977 to 1986, too), which overlapped
with when he was embroiled in that
exhausting pipeline work. I wonder now
Art painting the tank house roof in 1974.
In the early years, the tank was kept filled to
keep it sound. A small trap door let a barn
owl family live in the tank for years.

But as useful as Dad’s town and USGS
work may have been, to Rog, Charlie, and
me, he was the wise, listening dad who
always valued learning, thinking, and
doing the right thing. He helped Rog and
Charlie build go-carts and tree houses,
puzzled with Rog over how mechanical
things worked, and enjoyed learning the
local fauna with Charlie, from skinks and
bobcats to meadowlarks. Dad, Mom, and
I were the gardeners, taking joy from that
first set of cotyledons all the way to the
gardens themselves. Dad was particularly
pleased that I, like my brothers, liked
sports; he was happy that females could
finally express themselves in sports.
Together, he and Mom built us a stable

Art and Edie checking on a camellia near the front door.

home. Together, they appreciated beauty,
including in the ragged, the rustic, and
the commonplace. Together, they helped
the three of us, and our family’s various
communities, appreciate our own local
bounties. As they said, we had so much
right there.

Magical Memories

I want to share two episodes that I think
epitomize Dad and my magic childhood.
One windy, rainy night when picnic
tables were blowing off Los Altos Hills
patios and branches were skittering across
roofs, the rain drove through the window
frames in the dining room and dripped
down the interior wall. The road was
already a mess, and the next morning
was garbage-truck day. They’d get stuck
in the road — again — and none of us
could get out. Dad invited me, not my
brothers, to hike up the road with pick
and shovel to do what we could.
Despite wind screaming over my
water-plastered ears, Dad taught me the
physics of making a water bar, just so,
the nuances of slopes and cross slopes,
the geometries that would let a garbage
truck roll through but still divert water to
where it could flow. How heady when he
smiled at me and said, “Good enough.”
And then there’s the moment after
we’d staked a tube of wire fencing
around a tiny oak seedling we’d just
found. Dad grinned, a little sideways
and conspiratorially, and said, “Now we
thatch it.” We pulled up some dry grass
and wove it into one side for shade. “Now
it’s up to you, little buddy,” he said with
the same love he gave me when he’d tell
me about plate tectonics at night. In 2011
when Mom and Dad moved out, a dozen
of our little buddies still grew. From
miniscule to majestic.
With grace and modesty, Dad helped
shape the land and landscapes of Los
Altos Hills, the world beyond, and our
lives within.
Our Town | December 2022 3

FROM THE CIT Y MANAGER

Introducing a New Newsletter

S

haring information and keeping
our residents informed is the
hallmark of good government. In
the last year, we took a series of steps
to help improve communication with
residents. We published a regular City
Manager’s Weekly Report (CMWR)
containing updates about everything
that happened in the previous week.
After every regular city
council meeting, we
publish a City Council
Recap, and every
Friday, we publish a
sheriff’s weekly report.
We also produce
short-form videos and
Peter Pirnejad
content that we share
on social media. In addition, we have
facilitated surveys, town halls, and other
community outreach meetings to help
us hear from and share with the town’s
residents.
A lot of our content is centered
around our CMWR which is intended
to be a quick 10-minute read with
pictures and hyperlinks to important
dates, events, happenings, and
reminders in and around town. We
embed a variety of updates and use that
as a catalyst for information sharing.
Even with all our efforts to obtain
more subscribers, we have about 200
subscribers — representing only 2%
of the total population. That means
thousands of Los Altos Hills residents
are not getting our content.
In the spirit of innovation and in
consultation with our newly formed
Newsletter Ad Hoc Committee, we
worked together on a new outreach
plan. While Our Town will continue to
be a professionally edited and designed
publication, its focus will be entirely on
sharing articles that connect people and
ideas, further unifying the community,
and making life in Los Altos Hills
more meaningful. Starting in 2023, the
Town will publish a new newsletter,
titled Los Altos Hills Quarterly (The
Quarterly), focused on the time-sensitive
information of government operations,
the council, public safety issues, and
related news that residents would
want to know to stay informed and
connected.
Why not just have one newsletter?
The two publications are very different
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and serve different purposes. While
Our Town is a sophisticated publication
designed to build community by
focusing on its unique people, history,
and rural habitat; the Quarterly is
designed to inform and update its
readers with time-sensitive information
about town government policies and
operations.
While we intend to continue to
publish the CMWR, the new quarterly
publication will reach every mailing
address in Los Altos Hills. Residents
can learn about important issues like
the Housing Element, broadband,
improvements to the pathway system,
updates about public safety, fire and
related emergency preparation efforts.
The Quarterly will also introduce
new members of the town staff and
committee members. With Our Town
and the Quarterly, we hope to keep you
both connected and informed.

Emergency Drill

S

taff members at Town Hall hold
many responsibilities. In addition
to fulfilling the day-to-day
operations of town governance, the
town’s employees are also sworn disaster
service workers who have taken an oath
to serve and protect the residents in
the event of an emergency. Whether
facing an earthquake, wildfire, or flood,
the town’s public servants have made
a commitment to report to the EOC
(Emergency Operations Center) to help
manage an emergency event.
At the beginning of the year, the
City Council set a priority to spend staff
time advancing the town’s emergency
preparedness efforts. This included
implementing training for all staff
members in their required FEMA
(Federal Emergency Management

Agency) courses and conducting an
emergency mock drill (pictured above).
Town staff has been spending time
throughout the year to meet these
council goals. In April of this year,
the Town hired a new emergency
management consultant, Ann
Hepenstal, and held multiple training
sessions on the various roles and
responsibilities of the EOC that staff
members will ultimately fill during
an emergency. These responsibilities
are separated into the five sections
of an EOC: management, logistics,
operations, planning, and finance.
On October 24, Town Hall was
closed for two hours in the morning
while every staff member reported to
the Council Chambers to participate
in the emergency drill. Town
staff was faced with an imaginary
emergency scenario — a wildfire
had broken out in Los Altos Hills
and was quickly spreading. Staff
worked through the event conducting
emergency communications, reviewing
evacuation routes, and working with
outside agencies to coordinate a
unified response. The drill was a key
educational experience that allowed
staff to apply their emergency training
as well as to assess areas needing
improvement.
The October drill was the first of
many drills that the town staff will
conduct on an ongoing basis to reaffirm
staff’s commitment to responding
efficiently during an emergency. A
larger mock emergency drill including
more stakeholders, including schools,
churches, and other emergency response
organizations, will be held in February
2023. To learn more, contact Cody
Einfalt at 650-947-2508 or ceinfalt@
losaltoshills.ca.gov.

Creating a Fire-safe Community

I

n 2020, a core group of Los Altos
Hills neighbors, including town
volunteers in emergency response,
decided that it was time to prepare
for fire safety as well as create a safe
egress from the Saddle Mountain
neighborhood. It is a community with
only a single road access for 40+
homes with many trees and large
open grass fields.
Members of the Saddle Mountain
resident Core Team, who spirited the
neighborhood through the process,
are Project Lead Dru Anderson, Anne
Smith, Martha Bowden, and Michael
Grady, most of whom have lived in
town for several decades.
When the Town’s emergency
preparedness manager and Los Altos
Hills County Fire District
(LAHCFD) sought a
community to participate
in a wildland fire
evacuation drill, they were
the first neighborhood
to volunteer. LAHCFD
serves Los Altos Hills and
the unincorporated areas known as
Loyola, Los Trancos, and San Antonio
Hills. Their mission and services can
be found at www.lahcfd.org.
One chilly Sunday morning on
September 13, 2020, a stream
of vehicles led by the Santa Clara
County Sheriff’s unit wound its
way from Saddle Mountain Drive,
down Stirrup way, to Purissima
Park for check-in. There was a good
turnout — residents from 17 of the
40 residences participated. This
evacuation drill simulated the steps
residents would take if ordered to
evacuate during a wildfire or disaster.
Participants loaded their vehicles,

Neighbors created horizontal space
between ground vegetation to reduce the
spread of fire.

followed the sheriff’s instructions,
and proceeded down the narrow
single-lane roads to the check-in
point. This exercise highlighted the
neighborhood’s wildfire risks.
Seeking to reduce those risks
and implement preventative
measures, Saddle Mountain landed
on FirewiseUSA as a grassroots
effort with a framework for bringing
the community together. Though
an evacuation drill is not a Firewise
requirement, there are six steps
needed to reach recognition: form
a steering Committee, hold an
Education Day for the neighborhood,
contribute an hour of vegetation
management work per parcel, receive
a community risk assessment from
the fire jurisdiction, build a three-year
community action plan and upload all
documentation to FirewiseUSA portal.
With guidance from the LAHCFD team
and the Santa Clara County FireSafe
Council (SCCFSC), Saddle Mountain
began the steps.
FirewiseUSA is for communities in
the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).
Saddle Mountain is a good example
of one such community. It is west of

Highway I-280 near Page Mill Road
in the foothills of the Santa Cruz
mountains with a combination of
fields, trees, and woodlands. The WUI
environment is where homes are built
in wooded areas as opposed to being
urban or city-like development. With
the growing impact of major fires on
residential communities throughout
California, awareness is rising about
the need for community commitment
to address wildfire prevention and
safe evacuation routes for the area
and individual properties.
With the number of catastrophic
wildfires on the rise, the number
of FirewiseUSA communities is
increasing with hundreds of new sites
since 2020. This framework gives
communities an organizational tool
to accomplish broader risk reduction
efforts than a single property owner
can do alone. Its annual renewal
requirements keep the effort cycling
so each year vegetation and property
hygiene efforts are maintained.
Insurance carriers are recognizing
that FirewiseUSA communities
have less wildfire risk. In CA the
Department of Insurance tracks
which carriers give homeowners
insurance Firewise discounts. See the
highlight box below for resources and
information.
After hours of core team
volunteer work including forms,
data collection of hours or dollars
spent on vegetation reduction,
property hygiene or home hardening
per parcel, a series of educational
Zoom sessions, and development
of a three-year action plan for the
next steps of continuing wildfire
risk reduction, the application was
submitted in August 2020. Saddle
Mountain was recognized as a
Firewise USA® Community. In the San
Francisco Bay Area, it takes 6-24
months to complete the six steps.
Variance is due to levels of volunteer
effort and community organization.

FIRE SAFETY RESOURCES
Firewiseinfo@lahcfd.org
www.lahcfd.org
www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/www.
sparky.org
readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/ready-set-go
www.sccfd.org/education-and-preparedness-overview/emergency-preparedness
www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/
Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm

The Saddle Mountain community
is the first in Los Altos Hills to
be a recognized Firewise USA®
Community. Residents pivoted from
the COVID-19 pandemic and gained
awareness and the value of firehardening preparedness. A property
hardened against wildfire through a
reduction in vegetation and structural
improvements, like screened vents or
class-A roof, reduce the possibility of
embers igniting the structure. A safe
egress for evacuation in the event
of a wildfire or other emergency was
obtained.
A refreshing benefit of
working together to form Firewise
neighborhoods is increased
cohesiveness. In Saddle Mountain,
a neighbor turned off her outside
irrigation to some areas of her yard to
lower water usage due to the drought.
This caused some vegetation to
die back to ornamentals along the
property line. This was not visible
from her house but it was to the
bordering property. A conversation
between neighbors ensued resulting
in the first neighbor understanding
wildfire prevention and the second
neighbor addressing a risk. Ultimately
the dead portions were removed. This
reduced the potential fuel for embers
and created horizontal spacing
between groups of plants. A key
concept in keeping small fires from
being able to spread between areas.
The Saddle Mountain
neighborhood Firewise is the first
step in our goal to ultimately achieve
FirewiseUSA recognition for the larger
Zonehaven LAH E-005 zone. Readers
may recall Santa Clara County Fire
Department’s recent “Know Your
Zone” campaign for evacuation
planning. This zone development
analysis lends itself directly to
the logical layout of FirewiseUSA
communities as well. Residents can
look up their Zonehaven zone with
their address here: https://aware2.
zonehaven.com/search.
The LAHFCD suggests that every
community band together to protect
one another in the event of a wildfire
or another emergency. The best plan
is be ready and evacuate early.
Town resident Dru Anderson is
Project Lead of the Saddle Mountain
Firewise team.
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A New
Sculpture
IN TOWN

T

he

Los Altos HIlls Town
Hall has been graced
with a new 14-foot
sculpture. The helixshaped artwork is
appropriately titled
“TO LAH,” meaning both
“Town Of Los Altos Hills”
(the town’s official name),
and as a dedication to
its cherished location
(“to Los Altos Hills”).
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Origins of Art Project

T

he project came about because
of a generous donation in 2019
from Los Altos Hills resident Karen
Druker. In making the donation to
the Town’s Public
Art Committee
(PAC), she asked
that it be used
to acquire a
significant artwork
for her town.
Druker, a veteran
caterer and event planner, turned
to painting in her retirement and
has become a generous supporter
of art in her own and neighboring
communities. Her art has won
awards in national, state, and local
competitions. She believes “We
need things that are beautiful; art
brings grace to our environment and
enhances our lives.”
Upon receipt of the donation,
the PAC posted a call for artists.
After some filtering of the many
artists who responded, it came
down to two approaches: one
based on an elegant abstract
spire form and the other a helical
surface with a filigree texture.
Local artist Roger W. Stoller was
selected because his approach
distills essential characteristics
of the donor’s environment into
what he calls “Metal Lacework.”
His technique uses images to
create a “vocabulary of form,”
allowing the community to join
in weaving meaning and context
into the artwork’s narrative. The
helical geometry of the sculpture
has a fractal relationship to myriad
forms in nature, referencing DNA,
unfurling plant life, and the turn of
a galaxy.

Community Collaboration

The PAC set out to identify the
iconic and symbolic references

“We need things
that are beautiful;
art brings grace
to our environment
and enhances
our lives.”
that Stoller would incorporate
into the artwork. Town residents
were invited to send in their ideas
of what characterizes Los Altos
Hills and what distinguishes it
from other towns. With the artist’s
collaboration, this list was turned
into a dozen images that Stoller
would design into the sculpture’s
metal lacework.
The imagery incorporated in
the sculpture highlights the semirural life of the town as well as its
close associations with Silicon
Valley. There is recognition of
the treasured pathways system,
Westwind Community Barn,
the beautiful oaks, the apricot
orchards, equestrian life, and the
abundant wildlife (e.g., hawks and
deer). There is even a subtle thank
you to the donor, Karen Druker and
her late husband David.
The PAC created a website,
accessed through a QR code at the
site, that provides a window into
the artwork, its content, design
and construction, and other related
information.

Creating the Sculpture

Stoller used photos as reference
to support the design of a graphic
that combined the various thematic
subjects into what would become
a metal-lace pattern that visually
tells the story. By interpreting
each image into a black and white
depiction representing metal or
air, the production artwork was

re-created in CAD and prepared in
a way that guided the laser cutting
and forming.
The sculpture and foundation
were engineered by Tipping
Structural Engineers, in
collaboration with Stoller Studio.
Stoller explains, “The production
drawing package then went to the
Excelsior factory in Fresno where
it was used to guide the lasercutting of a number of large flat
316L stainless steel sheets. Then,
these cut panels were formed on
a 250-ton press after which the
panels were tack-welded together
to make up the helix shape. At my
studio, we assembled all the parts,
completed all the welds and ground
them, then finished the metal
artistically with hand grinders to
create a sparkling surface to reflect
the sun in the day and lighting at
night.” The entire process took
three years.

Installation of Sculpture

The choice of installation site
changed as the project matured,
from a site on the campus
adjacent to the History House to
the roundabout entry to Town Hall.
This significant location means
that the sculpture will welcome
visitors and will showcase what
makes Los Altos Hills a special
place to live. Accordingly, the
roundabout was redesigned
by Tomas Klope Landscape
Architects, Noll & Tam Architects,
and Stoller Studio.
On October 31, the sculpture
was hoisted into position and
bolted down onto the reinforced
concrete base. The sculpture’s
official dedication took place on
November 9.
David Milgram is a member of the
Public Art Committee.

PORTRAIT OF
AN ARTIST

R

OGER WHITE STOLLER (born
1954) is an American sculptor
who specializes in large works
integrating stainless steel, bronze,
and granite. He currently works out
of studios in Portola Valley and San
Jose, California.
Stoller was born and raised in
Santa Monica, California. His early
influences include architect and
global thinker R. Buckminster Fuller
and sculptor Isamu Noguchi. Stoller
received his Bachelor of Science in
product design from the Art Center
College of Design in 1981.
Over the next fifteen years,
Stoller founded the design firm
Stoller Design and co-founded
Praxis Design Associates, both
specializing in product development
for corporate clients. While working
in the field he taught in the
industrial design program at San
Jose State University.
In 1996, Stoller left Praxis and
established the sculpture firm
Stoller Studio, committing himself
to sculpture entirely. Stoller Studio’s
ongoing production is in public
art, abstract fine art works, and
applied art commissions. Stoller
specializes in large-scale, signature
works including materials such as
stainless steel, bronze, granite,
water, and light. His sculpture often
abstractly reflects forms found
in nature. Stoller elaborates, “By
incorporating and interpreting
the underlying geometry nature is
using, I walk in the tension between
precise control and the sheer joy of
spontaneous expression. It is the
awesome power of nature and the
exploration into the essence of life
that fuel my passion; this is why I
sculpt.”
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PROFILE OF A TOWN
COMMIT TEE MEMBER

Nate Blair

FINA NCE & IN V E STMENT
COMMIT TEE

Tell us about what you do for a
living.
I’m a partner at Palo Alto Wealth
Advisors, a boutique wealth
management firm that focuses
on financial planning and wealth
management primarily for clients
in the tech industry.
Tell us about the Town’s Finance &
Investment Committee (FIC).
I joined the committee in July
2020. As the name implies,
our mission is to advise the
town council on financial and
investment matters, such as the
budget and pension obligations.
The FIC currently has eight
members and one vacancy. The
current co-chairs are longstanding members Allan Epstein
and Roddy Sloss. We meet
monthly, and I would say the time
commitment for a typical member
is about a day per month. This
mostly includes meeting prep and
participation, as well as periodic
ad hoc projects and analyses.
What is the set of beliefs or
philosophies that guides the
decision-making of the FIC?
We have some very capable and
experienced members on our
committee, both with respect to
their backgrounds in finance but
also specifically their work on
the FIC and town governance. I
would characterize the committee’s philosophy as being one of
diligence and attention to detail,
with an evidence-based approach
to decision-making. The willingness to engage on topics in a factbased, analytical manner helps us
arrive at consensus.
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What inspired you to join the FIC?
I’m a strong believer that
democracy works best when
citizens are willing to put forth
the time and effort to help it
function. I think the town’s
committee structure is a great way
to allow citizens to engage and
be helpful in a way that does not
cause an excessive burden or time
commitment. As someone who
is running a business and raising
two kids, joining a committee
was a great way to be of service
and still have time for all of life’s
other priorities. My professional
background led me to the FIC, so
I could bring that knowledge and
experience to bear.

Why do you enjoy participating in
the FIC?
It feels good to put my skills
and experience to use in a venue
outside of work. And because of
the nature of the FIC, I get a lot
of exposure to what’s happening
in the town, since nearly every
issue facing the town has a
financial component to it.
Tell us about your formative early
years and influences.
From an early age, my mom
encouraged me to set goals and
work hard to achieve them. I had
a modest, middle-class upbringing
in Arizona, but never felt limited
by what I could do or achieve.
When did you get interested in
finance?
My Great Uncle Lester gave me
shares in Standard Oil of Ohio
(Sohio) when I was a child. When
I was 12, Sohio got acquired
and the shares were cashed out,
to the tune of maybe $1,000.
My mom let me decide what to
invest the proceeds in, and so
over a course of weeks, I looked
at the stock pages every day in
the paper and read a bit about
investing. I ultimately decided to
buy shares of Motel 6, which was
subsequently acquired in 1990
at a premium to what I bought

in for, so at least my first ever
investment was a winner.
Tell us about your formal
education.
I received my BA from Rice
University, where I majored in
history and political science, and
my MBA from Stanford.
Did you have any teachers or
mentors that greatly influenced
your career?
From elementary school through
business school, I’ve been blessed
with incredible teachers who have
had a deep impact on my life. I’m
extremely grateful for their lessons
on how to think critically, reason,
and articulate thoughts and
opinions verbally and in writing,
which are skills that serve me well
beyond my career.
How did your career path lead to
what you do now?
My career in finance started
right out of college, first
advising companies on mergers
and acquisitions and then in
private equity, where we bought
companies and helped them
grow. Immediately before joining
Palo Alto Wealth Advisors, I
worked at Aetos Capital, a firm
that advises large pensions,
endowments, and foundations
on their portfolios. One of Aetos’
founders is Anne Casscells, who
before starting Aetos was the
CIO of Stanford’s endowment. I
met Anne through the business
school, where I spent some time
post-MBA developing curriculum
and writing cases. Anne was
teaching a new class at that time
and I helped write several cases
for it. A few years later, Anne had
an opening at Aetos and I jumped
at the opportunity. She taught
me a lot about how to think
about investing and markets,
and also about the challenges
and opportunities that come
from starting your own business.
When I had the opportunity to
partner up with my best friend
from business school at Palo
Alto Wealth Advisors, I decided
I was ready to take on that
entrepreneurial challenge myself.
What brought you to California?
I grew up in Arizona and lived
in Houston for 10 years, where I
went to college. After living in the
dry heat of the desert and then

the swampy heat of Houston,
it probably doesn’t come as a
surprise that I decided very soon
after moving to the Bay Area
that I never wanted to leave.

sports, especially baseball. Being
able to help kids improve and
enjoy a game I love is incredibly
rewarding. I also really like
playing sports, whether it’s golf,
tennis, basketball, snowboarding
or just getting a quick ride on
the Peloton. One of the ways I’ve
really enjoyed meeting others
in town is participation in the
annual Los Altos Hills vs Los
Altos town softball game. I’m also
excited that our kids are at an age
where we can start traveling again
since that’s something Tara and I
did a lot before we had kids.

What motivated you to move to
Los Altos Hills?
My family moved to town in
2017. We were living in Menlo
Park in a house my wife and I
bought in 2010 before we had
kids. When we had our second
child in 2016, we started looking
for a larger place with more
space. Being able to be close to
our jobs, while having the peacefulness and scenery we have in
town was a dream come true.
Tell us about your family life.
My wife, Tara, and I have been
married for almost 20 years,
having met when we were in
college. She is a dermatologic
(Mohs) surgeon in private practice
in Menlo Park. We have two sons,
Connor (10) and Austin (6), both
of who attend Nixon Elementary.
Connor is an avid baseball and
basketball player and I’ve really
enjoyed coaching his teams.
Austin loves swimming and wants
to be a robotic engineer. We also
adopted Posey, our one-year-old
rescue Great Pyrenees, last year.
In addition to the daily bustle of
careers and raising kids, we love
to get up to Tahoe, and last year
was hopefully the first of many
where we could all ride the same
lift and do some of the same ski
runs.
In terms of your career and work,
where do you find inspiration?
I have a personality that is
oriented to both planning and
helping solve problems, and
my work is perfectly suited to
both. I get a lot of satisfaction in
being able to help clients arrive
at a decision (such as a career
change or home purchase) that
they wouldn’t feel comfortable
making without my analysis,
advice, and guidance. Seeing
them make those decisions, and
the happiness and satisfaction that
frequently comes from them, is
incredibly rewarding. I also love
the long-term nature of my client
relationships and getting to share
in the joy of their achievements
and life milestones, whether it’s
their first home purchase, the

birth of a child, a big promotion,
or being able to leave their
corporate job for something
they’re passionate about.
What is your favorite quotation
that inspires you or reflects your
life philosophy?
I was privileged to have
Kurt Vonnegut deliver the
commencement address when
I graduated from Rice. This
excerpt from it embodies a lot of
my approach to life, including
my desire to serve on a town
committee: “Most graduates...
have been of use locally rather
than nationally. They have
commonly been rewarded with
modest but adequate amounts
of money — and even less fame.
In place of fame, they may have
had to be content with someone’s
seemingly heartfelt thanks for
something well done from time
to time.
In time, this will prove to
have been the destiny of most...
They will find themselves
building or strengthening their
communities. Please love such a
destiny, if it turns out to be yours
— for communities are all that is
substantial about what we create
or defend or maintain in this
World. All the rest is hoop-la.”
If you had to do it all over again,
what would you do differently or
the same?
If you want to have a career in
investing, you learn quickly that

Nate Blair with his wife, Tara, and sons
Connor (right) and Austin (center) and
family pet, Posey, a Great Pyrenees.

there’s not much use in woulda,
coulda, shoulda types of thinking.
Throughout the pandemic,
even when things felt dark or
challenging, I tried to keep things
in perspective by reminding
myself that I and my family
were healthy and we had a roof
over our heads and food in the
fridge. That was a blessing, and
everything beyond that was just
icing on the cake.
What was the best advice you ever
received?
Think before you speak. It’s one
of those lessons I wish I learned
earlier in life and if there’s one
thing I hope my kids remember
in terms of parental advice I give
them, that’s it.
What career advice would you
give to a young person graduating
from college today?
Who you work with matters as
much for your job satisfaction and
career prospects as the company
or the work itself. Make sure you
work with people of character and
high integrity.
When you are not at work, what
are your favorite activities?
These days, most of my free
time is spent coaching youth

What are some of your favorite
books and why? What are you
reading now?
I’m currently reading The
Splendid and the Vile, by Erik
Larson, which is an account of
Churchill and the British during
the Blitz during the Second World
War. I’m just a few chapters in,
but I loved how he made history
feel vibrant and intimate in The
Devil in the White City and this
book has a similar feel.
Are there ways to improve the
Finance Committee?
I would love to see the FIC
used as an advisory resource by
other committees with respect
to the financial aspects of issues
and projects. We are beginning
our goal-setting process for the
coming year and figuring out
ways to do that effectively is at the
top of my list.
What would you say to residents
who might consider joining one of
the Town’s many committees?
If they’re interested in the work a
committee is doing but nervous
about the commitment involved,
I would tell them that there’s
probably a way to shape their
involvement in a way that works
for their schedule. For folks who
aren’t sure if a committee is for
them, I would encourage them to
sit in on a meeting and/or reach
out to a committee member to
learn more about what they do.
To me, the committee system is
a fantastic way to be involved in
town governance, meet others
in town and be of service to the
community, which makes the
modest time commitment well
worth it.
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T

he Los Altos Hills
Youth Commission
(LAHYC) is excited to
announce the in-person
return of Tech for Seniors.
This event will take place
on Saturday, January 14,
2023, from 9:00 am to
noon at Town Hall. At Tech
for Seniors, community
volunteers will provide
individualized technology
help to attendees seeking
to improve their digital
literacy. From sending texts
to managing contacts, tutors
teach a wide range of skills
through demonstration and
detailed explanation.

Spearheaded by a Los
Altos Hills resident as an Eagle
Scout project, the first Tech
for Seniors program took place
in 2014. Since the initial
program, Tech for Seniors
has evolved through various
partnerships with the Los
Altos Library, Stanford
Day of Service, linkAges,
the City of Los Altos,
and the Town of Los
Altos Hills. Beginning in
2016, Los Altos Hills
Youth Commissioners
took a more active
role, working closely
with Parks and
Recreation staff to
deliver the event.
In 2019, the
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community program partnered
with former Youth Commission
Co-Chair and Tech Literacy for
Seniors founder Russell Yang.
Yang offered monthly tutoring
appointments seniors could
participate in throughout the
year. Yang notes, “The Tech for
Seniors program exemplifies
the importance of creating
intergenerational connections in
the Los Altos Hills Community.”
Tech for Seniors has long
been a favorite event among
many of the commissioners,
including Vice Chair of External
Affairs Darian Tabrizi, who

TECH
FOR
SENIORS

shares, “This event is one of
my favorite ways to help out
the community and meet senior
neighbors. Previously, I
helped a senior learn how to
send texts with emojis and
we even sent a few to her
granddaughters during the
tutoring session.” While the
tutors may not be able to
solve very complex hardware
or system issues, they are
excited to share how they use
technology to improve their
lives and stay in touch with
people they care about.
This event has greatly
benefited attendees, including
town resident Carol Commons,
who states, “My husband and I
have attended Tech for Seniors
a few times. We always learn
a few new tips and tricks with
technology. We look forward to
attending again. We always have

questions. I enjoy seeing youth
volunteering and doing their part
to build community.”
Attending the event is a
straightforward process: simply
register, prepare your questions,
and attend. Remember to bring
your fully-charged devices and
charging cords. Some common
topics addressed at the event
include how to search through
emails, how to set up Zoom
meetings to connect to loved
ones, and how to download
games and apps. Volunteers
are more than eager to assist
and walk attendees through
their technology issues. To
register for the event visit
losaltoshills.ca.gov/techtutoring.
To learn more about the Youth
Commission visit losaltoshills.
ca.gov/yc.
Jennifer Cruden is Vice Chair of
Internal Affairs, LAHYC

Power of Creativity &
Innovation in Silicon Valley

J

oin us at Town Hall this winter for the
inaugural TEDxLosAltosHills on Saturday,
January 28, 2023. In the spirit of ideas
worth spreading, TEDx is a program of
local, self-organized events that bring people
together to share a TED-like experience. These
local, self-organized events are branded TEDx,
where x = independently organized TED event.
With the theme of “Power of Creativity &
Innovation in Silicon Valley,” TEDxLosAltosHills
will explore how Silicon Valley has harnessed
innovation and creativity to make us one of
the innovation capitals of the world. We’ll look
back to see how economic development has
intersected with diversity, equity, and inclusion
and tease out lessons to help guide us on how
best to move forward as a town, community,
region, and technological hub.
At this inaugural in-person event, live speakers
will present their talks at Town Hall, utilizing
multimedia to spark deep discussion and
connection in an intimate setting, with special
attention to how Los Altos Hills unique history has
paralleled, shaped, and at times been disrupted
by these evolutions.
This event was organized by the TEDx
committee, led by Nicky Rishi working in
collaboration with the Community Relations
Committee’s chair, Roy Woolsey. Rishi is a human
resources executive and a podcast host in Silicon
Valley and has experience organizing previous
TEDx events in the East Bay. She started the
discussions with the Community Relations

Committee and staff in 2019, presented at several
City Council meetings in 2020, and applied for
licensing. “Licensing is a long-term process,” Rishi
elaborated, “It was a year’s worth of effort in
partnership with the Global TED team to get the
town’s first license approved, in the hopes that
this will become a prominent annual community
event which will bring our residents closer
together.” The town’s license was approved by
TED in March 2022.
This event was approved and funded by the
Los Altos Hills City Council in the current fiscal
year with a budget of $15,000. Rishi continued,
“We have a volunteer group of residents working
hard with various organizational elements to get
us ready for the inaugural event, most important
of which is the TEDx speaker recruitment process.
Speaker applications opened in the fall during
a month-long window and we expect to receive
over 50 applications nationally.” The speakers
range from regular public speakers to tech CEOs,
with varying degrees of specialties and interests.
Before year-end, the curation of speakers will be
selected and can be found on the event website.
To attend the event, residents must purchase
tickets. Residents can purchase tickets at $10 per
person. Since this event is limited to 100 people,
residents are encouraged to purchase their
tickets early.
All information about the event can be found at
www.tedxlosaltoshills.com. To learn more about
TED Talks, visit www.ted.com.
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20

14

Grab cider and cookies at
Town Hall before spreading
holiday cheer to the neighborhood.

The Los Altos Hills Youth
Commission will be
providing free tech tutoring.
Sign up at losaltoshills.
ca.gov/techtutoring or call
650-947-2506.

Tuesday, 7:30-9:00 pm
Caroling in the Hills

DEC

JAN

Friday, 7:30 pm
Chamber Music Concert

Sunday, 1:00 pm
New Year’s Day Hike/Walk

2

Telegraph Quartet will
perform an intimate
and immersive concert
experience at Town Hall. To
purchase tickets for $20
visit: losaltoshills.ca.gov/
register.

4

Sunday, 2:00-5:00 pm
Barn Lighting
Pony rides, petting zoo,
visits with Santa, arts and
crafts, and wine tasting at
Westwind Community Barn.

Los Altos Hills City Council
Linda Swan, Mayor
Stanley Q. Mok, Vice Mayor
Lisa Schmidt
Kavita Tankha
George Tyson
City Manager
Peter Pirnejad

Saturday, 9:00am-Noon
Technology for Seniors

1

21

Join your neighbors for an
annual walk to kick off
the new year hosted by
the Pathways Committee.
Check the town website for
details.

This free workshop will
include a 30-minute
presentation followed by
individual/group instruction
and gameplay.

Saturday, 1:00-4:00 pm
Chess Workshop

28

Saturday, 2:00-5:00 pm
TEDxLosAltosHills
Power of Creativity & Innovation in Silicon Valley. See
page 11. For more information and tickets visit tedx
losaltoshills.com.

FEB
11

Saturday, 10:00am-Noon
Series: Native Plant Garden
and Heritage House
Orchard
Join the volunteers from
Environmental Design and
Protection Committee on
the second Saturday of the
month for a series of events.
RSVP to gracedelaclave@
gmail.com.

Calendar events are also
posted on town’s website:
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
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